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Hats off to the Grads, 
and thanks for the 

neat front page photo. 
The one from 20 

years ago is on p. 19.

"Congradulations" to the Class of 2013

It wouldn't be a proper Commencement ceremony without the traditional hat toss. Photo by Dan Davidson

Yes, we know 
it's really 

congratulations.



This free public service helps our readers find their way through 
the many  activities all over town. Any small happening may need 
preparation and planning, so let us know in good time! To join this 
listing contact the office at klondikesun@northwestel.net.

Events
SOLSTICE ST-JEAN 2013 CELEBRATION: 
Monday, June 24, 7 p.m. Soir de Semaine at the Triple J Hotel;  7 p.m. David 
Marsolais at Bombay Peggy’s; 10:30 p.m. David Marsolais, Soir de Semaine and  
CANAILLES at The Pit
Tuesday June 25, 12:15 p.m. Concert with David Marsolais for the Dawson 
Daycare at the Gazebo.
Info: Virginie Hamel (867) 668-2663, ext. 221; vhamel@afy.yk.ca

DAWSON CITY MUSIC FESTIVAL TICKETS NOW ON SALE: Thursday Pass to 
Wanda Jackson with the Trilliums, Weekend and Day passes are now available 
for purchase. Festival dates July 19-21. For more info www.dcmf.com.

Meetings
IODE DAWSON CITY: Meet first Tuesday each month at home of Joyce Caley 
at 7:30 p.m. For info call Myrna Butterworth, 993-5353, Joyce Caley, 993-5424. 
Recess for summer July-Oct.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #1: Meet second Thursday each month 
at Legion Hall (3rd and King St.) at 7:30 p.m. Contacts Helen Bowie, 993-5526, 
Myrna Butterworth, 993-5353.
Pioneer Women of the Yukon: Meet third Thursday each month at 7:30 
p.m. at YOOP Hall. Contact Myrna Butterworth, 993-5353. Recess for summer 
June, July and Aug.

Klondike Institute of Art and Culture (KIAC)
In the Confluence: The Nature of Three: May 23-June 16. Amanda 
King, Rachel Siminovitch, Rebekah Millar. Gallery Hours: Thurs-Sun, 3-7 p.m. 
Gallery located at 3rd and Queen in SOVA.
In the ODD: Them Thar Hillls: A backwoods alphabestiary: Veron-
ica Verkley, May 16-June 21. A curious series of miniature dioramas. Gallery 
Hours: Tues-Sat, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday drop in painting: 1-4 p.m. in the KIAC Classroom. $5. Inspire 
and be inspired by other artists. Bring your own ideas and painting surfaces. 
Paints, brushes and easels are supplied. No intruction offered.

SOVA
ADMin Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Library Hours: Closed until further notice.
Art Supply Store Hours: Open during Admin Office Hours.

Dawson City Community Library
Berton house Reading: Tuesday, June 18, 7 p.m. at the Library. A read-
ing/presentation by writer-in-residence Melanie Siebert.
Summer library hours: Monday/Wednesday, Noon-6:30 p.m.; Tues-
day/Thursday/Friday, 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Saturday, Noon- 4p.m.

Conservation Klondike Society 
Depot Hours: Sat, Sun, Mon: 1-5 p.m., Tues: 3-7 p.m. Donations of refundables 
may be left on the deck during off hours. Info: 993-6666. 

Dawson City Recreation Department
Get the Rec & Leisure Newsletter & stay up to date. Website: www.cityofdawson.
ca. Facebook: "City of Dawson Recreation". Contact us at 993-2353.

The Westminster Hotel
Susu robin.: Tuesdays in the Tavern at 7 p.m.
Onsie wednesdays: Until the end of May wear your favourite onsie long 
underwear and receive happy hour prices all day long!

in dawson now:
SEE and DO
What to

George mcc onkey: Fridays in the Tavern, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Fridays & Saturdays: Live music in the lounge: Starting at 10 p.m.
Smallie Sundays: Enjoy happy hour small drafts on both sides!
Regular live entertainment in the lounge on Friday and Saturday, 10 p.m. to 
close. 

The Midnight Sun Hotel
Ladies night: Thursdays
THe Klondike Sons: Fridays

Klondike Kate's
Restaurant Hours: Monday to Saturday, Lunch 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Dinner 5 
p.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday, Bunch 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Dinner 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Happy hour: Daily, 5 to 6 p.m. Beer, wine, highballs and $4 daily taco!! Daw-
son's most inexpensive, don't miss it!
Ph. (867) 993-6527. Please visit our new website, www.klondikekates.ca

Chamber of Commerce & Town Council
Chamber Meetings: Regular meetings on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Downtown Hotel.
Council Meetings: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Council 
Chambers. Public invited to ask Council questions during the question period, 
which takes place towards the end of each meeting. Meetings are also aired on 
Channel 12.
Committee of the whole meetings: Council will be holding Committee 
of the Whole meetings on the 1st Monday and 3rd Tuesday of each month.

Klondike Visitor's Association
Diamond tooth gerties:  Open seven days a week. Shows at 8:30 p.m., 10:30 
p.m. and midnight. Happy Hour 11 p.m. - midnight. Late night food!

Parks Canada
Dawson Historical Complex: NEW! “Then and Now” walking 
tour daily at 9:30 a.m. Commissioner’s Residence open daily 2:30 
p.m.-4:30 p.m. “Life and poetry of Robert Service” daily at 1 p.m.  
Self-guided audio tour of Dawson City, available in English, French 
and German. “Strange Things Done” daily at 7 p.m. Photo exhibit at 
Harrington’s Store “Dawson As They Saw It”. Palace Grand Theatre 
guided tour daily at 2:30 p.m. “The Greatest Klondiker Contest”, Sun-
Thurs 3:30 p.m. at the Palace Grand Theatre. NEW! “Hike with Robert 
Service” program, daily at 11 a.m. S.S. Keno daily 9:30 a.m. to noon
Dredge No. 4 & Discovery Claim: June 1 through Sept. 2 by 
Gold Bottom Tours, Nature Tours of Yukon, and Husky Bus. Xplorer's 
(Dredge No.4) booklet for families with school aged children (FREE!) 
Fun activities for the whole family! Ask for your booklet at the Visitor's 
Centre, do the activities and get a prize! Explora downloadable app 
(Explora: Klondike Goldfields, available soon at Google Play and the 
Apple App Store.) Geocache! 1 km self-guided interpretive trail on Bo-
nanza Creek. Site guides and interpretive panels at both locations.   6 
Geocaches in town and 3 in the goldfields! Find at least four and collect 
a prize at the Visitor's Centre!    
Every day we have an Open Building. We're switching which building 
each day, but it's like a mini "Door Open" every day, where people can 
just wander into a building, meet an interp and have a look around. It's 
daily from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
See the Visitors' Information Centre on Front Street for more info!
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In-store
Specials & 

Fresh Coffee 
every day!

Tel:
993-6567
Fax:
993-5973

European cheeses and organic foods
Our Specialties

ENTER A DRAW TO WIN A BBQ!

Summer Hours
Mon to Sat:  8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sun: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

See daily specials at Bonanza Market on Facebook!
Check out our deli for ALL KINDS of great snacks!

Camp Orders? No order too big or too small.

Party Platters for all occasions ~10 different kinds 
Custom orders ~ just call!

“It ain’t gold  
but it’s close!”
To find out how you can 

contribute , just email 
klondikesun@

northwestel.net!

Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

The George Black Ferry 
drifts well downstream as 
it fights against a stronger 
than normal current these 
days. The current, normally 
about 7 knots in the fastest 
channel, seems to be running 
at about 9 knots during this 
high water period, and is full 
of debris.

One commuter waiting for 
the ferry joked that there 
was probably a log cabin 
going by every hour.

To avoid the tree trunks, 
the ferry is scudding over 
near the Dawson shore and 
then beating its way back to 
the landing.

It’s had to change tactics 
a few times in the last few 
days as the original landing 
washed out and was replaced 
by a different approach ramp 
on Monday. By late that day 
the replacement ramp was 
looking pretty muddy and, 
sure enough, by Tuesday, it 
was submerged, leaving a 
small spit of land beside a 
large pile of dirt and gravel 
that had been placed there 
to reinforce it.

By Tuesday, enough gravel 
had been trucked to the 
site to rebuild a truncated 
approximation of the 
original landing. 

The crew had to improvise 

some extra wooden support 
coming off the metal ferry 
ramps so that larger RVs 
could make land without 
bottoming out, but hey 
were making it.

The Klondike Spirit 
paddlewheeler is sitting 
on Front Street next to the 
ferry landing because the 
land where it had been 
sitting is now under water. 
It’s the second time the 
boat has had to be moved 
up there. It was threatened 
by ice just after break-up 
the week of May 15, but had 
been able to return to that 
spot until the river rose up 
to claim it.

It can’t sit at the city dock, 
which did get put in very 
quickly this year, because 
the dock is flooded. All land 
approaches to the dock are 
under water, way more 
than in recent years, and 
the passenger access ramps 
are swamped.

In previous years when 
the ramps have been awash 
it has been possible to place 
extensions to the land so 
that they could still be 
used. At present this would 
be impossible.

High Water plagues waterfront traffic

The ferry runs close to the shore to avoid debris and battles its way to an inconvenient 
landing. Just to the right can be seen the flooded remains of the first attempt at 
replacing the landing ramp. 

The City of Dawson docks are not accessible by land or water during this high water.
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Uffish Thoughts: Let's confine the Senate debate to real information
By Dan Davidson

In the rush to attempt to 
regain the high ground in the 
great Senate debate, there have 
been some good and bad points 
made on both sides.  One could 
wish that both sides could 
throttle back a bit on the finger 
pointing and focus on ways to 
make the system work.

Because, let’s face it, we have 
a Senate and it’s not something 
we can easily get rid of.

The Senate is built into our 
constitution. Abolishing it 
would require a constitutional 
amendment, and anyone old 
enough to recall the Patriation 
debates under Primer Minister 
Trudeau, or the two accords 
that Prime Minister Mulroney 
tried to broker, knows that 
amendments are next to 
impossible.

The existence of the Senate 
grants a certain presence in 
Ottawa to places like the three 
territories and the Atlantic 
Provinces that would otherwise 
not have that extra voice. Since 
the provinces would have to 
agree to abolish the Senate, and 
only Saskatchewan has shown 
any appetite for that from what 
I’ve read, it’s just not likely.

There are measures that can 
be taken to democratize the 
institution somewhat. Alberta 
has had some Senatorial 
candidates selected by popular 
vote, but having that work 
depends on the willingness of 

the reigning Prime Minister 
give up some of his or her 
authority and accept the results 
even when they come from a 
different party.

Most Prime Ministers only 
appoint senators from their 
own party. The exceptions to 
this rule have been Sir John A. 
Macdonald, John Thompson, 
Pierre Trudeau and Paul 
Martin, and even they didn’t go 
outside the party lines often. 
Everyone else has tended to 
appoint strictly along party 
lines.

Prime Minister Chretien 
appointed three independents 
along with 72 Liberals during 
his years. Prime Minister 
Harper has had the Governor 
General’s office appoint 59 
Conservatives, the most recent 
one having been selected by a 
process used only in Alberta. 

So that can be done, provided 
the PMO will agree to abide by 
whatever decision is taken, even 
if it means appointing people 
other than failed candidates 
and backroom persons from 
the party in power.

The other thing that can be 
done is to clean up some of the 
procedural rules in the Senate, 
especially those which have led 
to the problems in the cases of 
former Conservative Senators 
Mike Duffy, Pamela Wallin and 
Patrick Brazeau, as well as 
Liberal Senator Mac Harb. 

The Conservative Senate 
Leader Marjorie LeBreton has 

offered up a list of 10 procedural 
changes that look pretty good 
and should eliminate some of 
the problems. They have to 
do with following common 
sense accounting procedures 
and keeping better records 
related to travel expenses for 
legitimate Senate business.

Oddly, they don’t include 
clarifying the residency rules, 
which were the loose thread 
that began to unravel all these 
other things lately.

The low point that followed 
the announcement of these new 
procedures was the attempt to 
smear the new Liberal leader, 
Justin Trudeau, with having 
taken a position against these 
changes.

The talking points issued 
by the PMO, and presumably 
issued as press releases in 
places other than the Yukon, 
don’t even begin to make sense. 
The three paragraphs don’t 
even link to each other in terms 
of logic and subject matter. 

Trudeau has, in fact, said 
that he prefers an appointed 
Senate, but that he would like it 
reformed and would like to see 
changes in the way people are 
appointed. 

The PMO’s talking points 
ask us to believe that he 
therefore supports the status 
quo as regards the Senate, 
and is therefore opposed to 
the new Senate Accountability 
measures.

In fact, the speech they 

quoted out of context goes on 
to say that “nobody who has 
watched the goings on in the 
Senate over the past year could 
possibly support the status quo” 
(quoted in MacLean’s)

It’s all very well to disagree 
with policy positions that 
someone has actually put forth, 
but it’s not acceptable to build 
up a straw man opponent with 
inaccurate references and attack 
that as if it were a real target.

The point of the exercise, of 
course, is to change the subject, 
to get us to stop wondering 
about the sins of the Duffman 
et al and the role of the PM’s 
former chief of staff, Nigel 
Wright, in the entire affair.

Just today, as I was outlining 

this column, Member of 
Parliament Brent Rathgeber, 
explained why he was leaving 
the Conservative Party caucus. 

“When you have a PMO that 
tightly scripts its backbenches 
like this one attempts to do, 
MPs don’t represent their 
constituents in Ottawa, they 
represent the government to 
their constituents,” Rathgeber 
told reporters. (CBC file)

I’ve used up a fair amount 
of ink here complaining about 
exactly this type of behavior at 
both the territorial and federal 
level over the last several 
years. It is with both worry and 
satisfaction that I watch my 
conclusions being confirmed on 
the evening news.

Roache's Corner   by Mike Roache
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LETTERS

Join us!
Klondike Sun AGM
Monday, June 17

6 p.m.
at the Sun office

(located on Front St.) 

   Repeating history isn’t easy 
with split-second modern com-
munications and our petro-
leum hungry society playing 
with the commodity prices in a 
speculative, greedy and short-
sighted world. I agree whole-
heartedly with Ron Ryant in 
his resounding warning on ex-
ponential growth. His shared 
analogy to the reproduction 
rate of bacteria is bang on.

   Others call it too many rats 
in the box. There is a tilting 
point where once the food is 
gone, they will cannibalize. Are 
WE there yet?

   The difficulty today for the 
little miner, let’s say a placer 
miner for example, is that he/
she has become the political 
football of too many bureau-
cratic assessors and control-
lers who show little knowledge 
of the industry, but have every 
personal interest in stopping it. 

   When I advertise that all 
plans are now done for the 
placer miners, with humor, this 
triggers a reaction that any of-
fice can impose yet more plans, 
with voracity. Meanwhile, do 
the miners need those plans 
really? Do they read them? Do 
they read the hundreds of pag-
es of laws and regulations that 
control them and can change at 
any moment? Hardly. 

   They are looking for gold, 
painstakingly, at their great 
expense. If they find it, they 
get mining in earnest, in a very 
short frost-free season.

   Dawson is screaming loud 
and clear that attraction based 
on tourism, gambling, the 
pastoral dwellers who want a 
pristine wilderness devoid of 
humans, is losing its glamor. 
Right now we see who makes 

the wheels turn, who employs 
the local and far-removed 
seasonal workers. These en-
dangered species have a bleak 
future with the Conservatives’ 
austerity measures for others, 
but not their cronies. Face it, 
seasonal workers are at risk 
of disappearing forever, along 
with their industries across 
the entire country, including 
this one here.

   Driving 100 km in each 
direction to get to work in one 
day, with today’s fuel prices, 
would be difficult or impos-
sible. What will happen here 
is that the summer staff who 
must travel unbelievable dis-
tances at even more startling 
high costs won’t be able to re-
turn each year. Miners employ 
students who can’t find high-
paying work at home; they 
leave in August, but the mining 
season stretches to October for 
many operations.

   I smell a rat. The glowing 
comments reported in the 
May 29 issue of the Sun by 
politicians and big industry are 
subject to some skepticism if 
one is in the middle of the war 
zone to protect our “smaller” 
interests. And now front and 
foremost is the news even 
Class 1 activities must be duly 
reported to the Mining Lands 
people, also known as the Min-
ing Recorder’s office, or no ex-
ploration. A judge decided that 
in what appears to be a lead 
case in First Nations assertion 
of rights if they do not have a 
formal land claims agreement. 
This made front page this week 
in the bigger papers in White-
horse.

   In the past two years, if 
small miners needed a permit 

to work, they were held to 
produce so many extraneous 
plans that it is a jungle. When 
these plans are produced, not 
easily, they are ignored by 
the emperors in their ivory 
towers. So why are we asked 
to produce these plans? Does 
anyone read them? The biggest 
danger there is the cynicism 
and smugness that is adopted 
in many offices. It’s a trendy 
corporate culture we have.

   There is no regard to pro-
tecting privacy of those who 
invest a large amount in the 
private sector. Like homeown-
ers, their equipment may be 
mortgaged, and not paid for 
in cash with the expenses rel-
egated to the assets side, they 
stay on the liability side for 
years. Because of the laundry 
on the internet clothesline, no 
one is safe from cyber-attacks 
or spamming ad infinitum.

   Despite this, as the limited 
gold-rich ground is mined out, 
it becomes critical that the 
miners have the skill to under-
stand their deposits and stay 
solvent. The resistance against 
small operators, limitations 
on their ability to test their 
ground with the permitting as 
it is, the parameters DFO and 
the Placer Secretariat have 
created prevents miners from 
touching creeks considered as 
viable fish habitat even if a fish 
hasn’t been found there ever. 
But slimy sculpins still rule. 
They are the smallest denomi-
nator with the most power.

   No matter how plans are 
created to avoid undue dam-
age, with all the preventive 
means built-in, they are subject 
to scrutiny and sarcasm. Of im-
portance is that now, a miner 
should know exactly where his 

pay streak lies, and must stay 
within his submitted plan or 
else… That would amount to 
a 10-year sentence where you 
are found guilty without a just 
trial.

   This shows a profound mis-
understanding of the quest for 
surface gold. Delays for permit 
approvals are a risk that now 
must be calculated as a cost of 
doing business. Even if applica-
tions are filed in good time, the 
bureaucracy gives itself the 
power to stop or slow down 
the honest efforts to help move 
the miners towards optimistic 
prosperity.

   Carefully, one should not 
generalize. Many government 
employees still carry a dedica-
tion and willingness to help 
where they can, and are very 
knowledgeable. This often ap-
plies to old-school, long-term 
employees who have witnessed 
the changing landscape. But 
do they have support from su-
periors? From other agencies? 
Not really. Most are looking 
forward to retirement and a 
well earned rest after 13 years 
of soul-searching and re-engi-
neering.

   Let’s not forget the trauma 
of the Placer Authorization 
review of the early twenty-first 
century. Yes, this one. Now we 
have a review of the legislation, 
with the announced changes 
caused by a new precedent in 
Law. As it is, the government, 
in not consulting with all its 
subjects, is breaking the new 
Law, and there is a rush to re-
write legislation by December 
27, 2013.

   The hard rock exploration 
ventures and needed capital-
raising have deflated marked-
ly. As the population ages and 
needs its investments to live 
on for the last years of life (and 
having now squandered their 
children’s inheritances), the 
appetite for risk has vanished. 
So has the money these com-
panies depend on to continue 
expensive exploration projects. 
Those big birds up there are 
very expensive now.

   TransNorth General Man-
ager Arden Meyer confirms the 
quiet reality. “Our business is 
definitely slower by consider-
ably more than 50%, and last 
year we saw a drop of 50% in 
our bookings from the previ-
ous year (2011). We charge a 
dry rate (no fuel) for our char-
ters which has not changed in 
over seven years. The custom-
er absorbs the fluctuating rates 
for jet fuel. We are just refilling 
our tanks now at the higher 
costs, and we don’t know what 
increase will result. We do no-
tice the increase at the pumps 
when we fill up our vehicles.”

   That translates to fewer 
flights by exploration compa-
nies, fewer jobs for stakers, 
fewer samples taken, and 
fewer bullish investors. That 
means fewer big mines.

   The last ones left standing 
up are the little people, ex-
posed to inspectors with more 
time on their hands, who can 
afford the rental rates on our 
tab, with machines to watch 
from above, and a mission to 
catch people in “non-compli-
ance”. We all pay for those 
incriminating chopper trips.

   So be wary of the gushy 
words and enthusiasm for our 
future. Without a strong econ-
omy shielded from commodity 
speculators, hedge funds and 
all those smart distant people, 
and with a chaotic climate 
where heating a home became 
prohibitive this year, use cau-
tion and be alert.

   Disposable income just 
went the way of the dodo bird, 
straight out the window.

   In my work, as someone 
who jumps through high hoops 
set by the elevated ones, I can 
tell you there is no such thing 
as a “miner-friendly jurisdic-
tion”, nor a full understanding 
of the disparate but mandated 
compliance demands. We are 
headed for disaster.

   Having tried to live on 
clean, efficient alternative 
forms of energy in the Yukon, 
I learned that this is not an 
option unless one was born 
with silver spoons in mouth. 
A medium-capacity system 
for a small house (forget the 
microwave on solar power and 
batteries!) costs upwards of 
$20,000. You still need propane 
to heat water. You depend on a 
generator to save your expen-
sive batteries in the winter 
when there is no sun. And you 
have to heat your home with 
appliances that use very little 
energy. You got it, firewood at 
$200 a cord, because appar-
ently we are running out of 
that too.

   Wind power requires a 
substantial amount of constant 
wind, at least 6 metres per sec-
ond (21.6 km/h) year-round, 
24 hours a day. And those big 
whirly gigs are not cheap, nor 
are they easy to maintain. The 
copper used to reach their 
often remote location is very 
very expensive, if someone 
doesn’t steal the wires off 
the poles in the first week of 
operation.

   The future is so bright one 
needs to wear BIG infra-red 
binoculars to see through the 
dark smoke screens.

   When the placer miners 
are fully recognized for their 
contributions during the third 
gold rush, it’ll be another 100 
years. Patience is golden.

- Josee Bonhomme

Thinking further along Ron’s Rant: the Little People



The Governments of Canada and Yukon are 
pleased to present a continued commitment 
and a new suite of agriculture programs under 
the Growing Forward 2 policy framework. 
Growing Forward 2 offers programs in the areas of business risk 
management, business development, food safety training and 
development, marketing, research and the environment.

Currently accepting applications. Take a look at the new Yukon 
Agricultural Programming Guide on our website, or contact the 
Agriculture Branch for more information or to request your copy of the 
programming guide.

Phone: 867-667-5838
Toll-free: 1-800-661-0408, ext. 5838
www.agriculture.gov.yk.ca

A federal-provincial-territorial initiative

Merci à nos bailleurs de fonds: Merci à nos partenaires :

Triple J Hotel • Bombay Peggy’s
Westminster Hotel

SOLSTICE 
ST-JEAN 
Dawson
Lundi 24 juin • Monday June 24

19 h • 7 pm Triple J Hotel : 
Soir de Semaine
Bombay Peggy’s :
David Marsolais

22 h 30 • 10:30 pm Hôtel Westminster (The Pit)

David Marsolais
Soir de Semaine
Canailles

culturel-yukon.ca

Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

The Palace Grand Theatre was 
packed on June 1 as Principal 
Ann Moore asked the audience 
to stand and welcome the 
Robert Service School Grad 
Class of 2013. 

They entered to the 
opening four-part harmony 
and blistering guitar riff of 
Kansas’ 1977 hit single, “Carry 
on My Wayward Son”. Was it 
appropriate for a class of six 
young men and two young 
women?  Were any of them at all 
“wayward”?  

Still, the song speaks of rising 
above the noise and confusion 
and getting a bit of rest after 
a struggle, not to mention 
spanning the generations 
between the graduates and their 
parents, who were about their 
age when this song was new. Not 
a bad sign on a day which town 
council had earlier proclaimed 
to be Intergenerational Day in 
Dawson.

Once the grads had taken the 
stage everyone stood to sing 
“O Canada” along with Tracy 
Nordick, who arrived in full 
Diamond Tooth Gertie regalia 
for the event. 

Principal Moore led off the 
speeches, celebrating them as 
an energetic group with a can-
do attitude that should serve 
them well in the future. She 
continued with brief positive 
comments about each of the 
eight, based on what she had 
observed during her first year 
as principal, a combination of 
teasing and praise, picking out a 
strong point that each could use 
to excel in life.

“Families and friends, 
celebrate this special day and 
all that it brings,” he continued. 

“It’s probably going to be a 
little bit happy, a little bit sad. 
Your babies have grown up, 
unfortunately; look at them 
now. You can play a part in 
this success because it’s your 
support that has helped them to 
get to his stage.

“Graduates, take a little time 
today to thank your families 
and friends, because this 
success that you’ve achieved 
is shared with them. Let them 
hug a little longer today. Take 
the lessons you’ve learned in 
Dawson City and hold your head 
high with confidence as you go 
into the world. You have built 

a solid reputation here and a 
foundation that will last forever. 

"In closing, I would like to 
quote Percy Henry, Tr'ondëk 
Hwëch'in elder, who said this: 
'Listen to the youth, respect 
their knowledge. They can teach 
us, too. They will be our future 
leaders. Show the youth how we 
live. We need to open our arms 
to the youth and teach them so 
that our culture and heritage 
won't be lost. We need to listen 
to them and give the youth hope 
for the future.'"

Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Chief Ed 
Taylor reminded the grads that 
"learning never ceases; learning 
never ends. 

“In this community, I’ve said 
it before and I’ll say it again. We 
need doctors, we need dentists; 
if you go on to achieve that you’ll 
be a millionaire before you are 
forty.

"Make sure you come home. 
On behalf of the Tr'ondëk 
Hwëch'in council and all the 
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in citizens, 
congratulations on this great 
achievement. Where ever your 
life's journey takes you I trust 
you will never forget you carry 
the support of your home town, 

Dawson City."
School Council Chair Sue 

Lancaster announced that the 
council would be providing 
a graduation day disc full of 
photos from the day taken by 
Janice Cliff. She presented a 
$200 cheque to Axel Reimer 
in recognition of his excellent 
achievement in the Applied 
Skills Area. The award takes into 
account academics, attitude and 
application in the trades area in 
particular.

Mayor Wayne Potoroka began 
by taking a picture to post later 
on his Facebook page.

“It doesn’t seem so long ago I 

was sitting with my high-school 
peers getting ready to accept 
my own diploma. I might be a 
middle-aged man with a family, 
a job and responsibilities, but 
there are parts of my high-
school experience that I carry 
with me even today. I cherish 
those memories (even the bad 
ones), and I encourage you all 
to make a point of savoring this 
important moment.

“Graduation represents a high 
point in your lives, but for all of 
us assembled here, it represents 
a high point for us, too.

“Your parents—especially 
your parents—your neighbours, 
your coaches, your teachers, 
and your friends have enjoyed 
your successes and watched 
as you’ve grown and your 
character developed.

“And while today is 
reserved for applauding your 
achievement and what you’ve 
done, please appreciate how 
proud we are that you—this 
talented, decent group of young 
adults—are a product of our 
school and our town.

“Many of you will move away 
for post-secondary education, 
jobs or a life in a bigger 

RSS Grads advised to be true to

Tracey Nordick leads in the singing of "O Canada"
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Photo & Story 
by Samantha Elmsley

The George Black ferry is now 
in the water, so the Dawson 
City River Hostel is open for 
business. For its second sum-
mer, the hostel will maintain its 
switch from Hostelling Interna-
tional (HI) to Backpackers Hos-
tels Canada. 

 “Herewith I want to give no-
tice that the Dawson City River 
Hostel has given up on its Hos-
telling International (HI) affili-
ation,” states a note from hos-
tel owner Dieter Reinmuth on 
the Dawson City River Hostel 
website. The note cites “over-
bearing, arrogant and insult-
ing inspectors” and “one-sided 
contract which, had I signed it, 
would have given control - to a 
large extent - to a faceless Ot-
tawa/Vancouver bureaucracy” 
as its reasons for leaving the 
association.

When asked to elaborate, 
Reinmuth reiterated his issues 
with the bureaucracy, explain-
ing it as a “big, inverted tri-
angle” with the hostels at the 
bottom. “But this is just my 
opinion,” he added. 

HI is a worldwide organiza-
tion, with about 60 hostels par-
ticipating in its Canadian arm. 
Each province, except Manito-
ba, hosts at least one hostel af-
filiated with HI. There are cur-
rently no participating hostels 

in the territories. Independent 
hostels must meet standards 
set out by the organization 
on their website, in order to 
qualify for participation. In ex-
change, the hostels are listed 
on their website and included 
in all marketing efforts on the 
part of HI. 

When asked to comment on 
the event, Robb Cryder, Chief 
Operating Officer for HI Can-
ada-Pacific Mountain Region, 
said in an email: “I would not 
want to speculate on why a hos-
tel would choose to leave the 
HI-C network. I will emphasize 
that we have had mutually ben-
eficial relationships spanning 
many years with the majority 
of our affiliate properties.” 

 “We look forward to the day 
when the HI brand is once again 
featured in the Yukon.”

In addition to providing cab-
ins and tent spaces for those 
just passing through, the 
Dawson City River Hostel is 
home to many workers each 
year who choose to tent over 
the summer. The hostel began 
its affiliation with HI in 1992, 
according to its website. It ter-
minated the association two 
summers ago. The hostel is 
now affiliated with Backpack-
ers Hostels Canada, a uniquely 
Canadian group of over 170 
hostels across the country, in-
cluding three in the Yukon. 

Second summer for Hostel non-affiliation with HI

Dieter Reinmuth, owner of the Dawson City River Hostel, in the 
hostel office.

community.
“As you do, I make one request 

and offer one piece of wisdom: 
First, the wisdom: I have no 
doubt some of your dreams will 
take you around the globe. You 
might find yourself travelling the 
world, working a high-profile 
job in New York or accepting a 

prestigious academic posting in 
a Paris university. But wherever 
you end up, never forget that 
you will always be the most 
interesting person there 

because you’re from Dawson 
City, Yukon.

“And second, the request: 
remember this town and what a 
special place it is. You will learn, 
like we have, there is no town 
like it. And while it might be 
small, there is always room for 
you here.”

MLA Sandy Silver (their 
former Math teacher) was 

unable to attend as he 
was attending meetings in 
Vancouver, but he sent best 
wishes and the following bit of 
advice. 

“Everything changes now. 
Now you really will become 
yourselves. If you stay true to 
you, you will gain. Learn from 
others, yes. Surround yourself 
with good people, absolutely. 
But, be yourself. Win, lose 
or draw, you will never be 

disappointed with yourself if 
you stay true to who you are. 
The person you are today, the 
person on this stage, has many 
people to thank for defining 
himself or herself, but the 
responsibility for your future 
lies within only one person. Stay 
true to that person, maintain 
your character, use what you’ve 
been taught by your family, your 
friends and your teachers. Never 
strop learning, and grow within 
your community, wherever that 
may be. ”

Yukon Education was 
represented by both Deputy 
Minister Valerie Royle and 
Regional Superintendent (Area 
III) Greg Storey.

Royle reiterated those themes 
of accomplishment, life-long 
learning and self-determination 
that had been touched on by 
others. 

Storey advised the grads that 
one important skill to nurture 
was what he called a “sense of 
malarkey”, the ability to have a 
healthy skepticism about some 
of the messages that may come 
ones way in life. This sense, 
which some refer to as a BS 
Detector, can prevent a person 
from making bad decisions, 
running with the crowd into 
stupid situations and betraying 
that sense of self worth that 
other speakers had mentioned.

“You’ve got to steer yourself 
and steer your own boat.”

Storey noted that RSS was an 
exception to the list of schools 
on his assignment list in that it 
was one he did not have to visit 
very often.

“Dawson is a special place. 
The staff, the principal, the 
community and the First Nation 
work together … to provide an 
education for children, and I’m 
very proud of this school and the 
work that this school has done 

on behalf of the community. 
This is a tremendously well run 
school and it has a lot of support 
from the community.”

Following this he presented 
the Valedictorians’ Award to joint 
valedictorians Alicyn Hunter 

and Jared Stephenson, who tag 
teamed their way through a 
touching and humorous class 
history, celebrating everyone 
but themselves.

The traditional conclusion to 

this affair is the mortarboard 
toss, carried on outside the 
theatre. It would appear that 
this year’s group set a new 
height record.

This year’s graduating class 
consisted of Francis Bouffard, 
Alastair Findlay-Brook, Wesley 
Gillespie, Larissa Hebert, Alicyn 
Hunter, Waylin Nagano, Axel 
Riemer and Jared Stephenson.

themselves and remember their home
Francistha

Alistair

Wesley

Larissa

Jared

Axel

Waylin

Alicyn



with Katie Pearse, Humane Society Dawson
HUMANE SOCIETY DAWSON UPDATE

This column is provided by the Humane Dawson Society. 
Hours of operation: Monday, noon to 4 p.m., closed 

Tuesday, Wednesday to Saturday noon to 4 p.m.
Phone number: 993-6900

Willie

Willie is a three year old, female husky. She has a lovely gray 
and white coat, and a quiet demeanor. 

Willie first came to the shelter as a very timid dog, but 
has now grown into a relaxed and easy going dog. She has 
learned to walk well on a leash, and we are working on basic 
commands such as sit and stay.  

She is extremely friendly with other dogs, and is very loving 
towards people once she gets to know you. She loves going for 
runs, and spending time outdoors.  

Willie is ready for someone who is willing to take the time 
to get to know her, and once you do she will be your most loyal 
companion.  

Come visit her at the shelter today, or for more information 
call 993-6900.

Dawson residents are invited 
to a meet & greet

with members of the
Yukon Advisory Council
on Women’s Issues in

Dawson on Friday, June 14th

The Council will be hosting this event in KIAC Ballroom from 
6 to 9 p.m. Food and refreshments will be provided.

This is an opportunity to talk with the council about issues 
women are facing in your community.

The Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issues advises 
the Yukon government on ways to help advance the 
legal, social and economic equality of Yukon women.

By Chuck Tobin 
Whitehorse Sar, June 5, 2013

The spring flood season 
in the Yukon is ending, 
government officials said this 
morning (June 5/13).

Water levels are receding, 
residents of Rock Creek are 
returning home and officials 
do not anticipate further 
problems given the weather 
forecast over the next four and 
five days.

“We are on the mend,” 
Richard Cherepak, an 
emergency planner with 
the Emergency Measures 
Organization, told a media 
briefing this morning.

“In the last five days, we 
have some good weather 
and the water levels have 
receded…. Levels are almost 
back to flood stage.”

Chris Balzer of the 
Department of Health and 
Social Services said 39 Rock 
Creek residents registered 
with the emergency social 
services offices in Dawson as 
a result of the recent flooding.

Of those, 15 required 
assistance with food and 
lodging for three days, and 10 
more needed help for one or 
two days, he said.

Spokesman Doug Caldwell 
of the Yukon Housing Corp. 
said the corporation will send 
a damage assessment team to 
Rock Creek and Ross River to 
examine the extent of damage 
to homes and property.

The assessment will be 
provided to the territorial 
cabinet. It will be up to the 
government to decide what, if 
any, financial assistance will 

be provided, he said.
Yukon hydrologist Ric 

Janowicz said he’s never seen 
the water so high at Dawson 
City because of the spring 
melt. Ice jams have caused 
higher water, but he’s not seen 
the melt raise the water this 
much, he said.

Janowicz said the river level 
was still 3.1 metres below the 
top of the dike, and it began 
dropping at 2 a.m. today.

There are reports, however, 
of rising ground water levels 
causing issues for basements 
and crawl spaces in low-lying 

properties in the community, 
he said.

Janowicz said a cold winter, 
a snowpack which was well 
above average in some areas 
and a late spring have caused 
flooding this year that he 
hasn’t seen in his many years 
working in the Yukon.

There were five floods 
earlier because of ice jams, 
and now there are issues 
because of the spring melt that 
was delayed by three weeks in 
some areas /because of cooler-
than-normal temperatures, he 
explained.

Janowicz said with an 
above-average snowpack in 
the Southern Lakes region, he 
expects to see high water this 
summer, but not high enough 
to cause flooding.

But a significant amount of 
rainfall could change that, he 
said.

Meteorologist Mike Smith 
of Wildland Fire Management 
said a low pressure system 
dropped some rain and snow 
at higher levels in the Dawson 
area Tuesday, though the 
forecast over the next few days 
is for relatively uneventful 

weather.
Another low pressure 

system is expected to move 
northward from B.C. into 
the Watson Lake area with 
some localized showers this 
weekend, though it won’t be 
anything significant, he said.

Residents of Rock Creek 
flooded twice this year; the 
first time last month because 
of an ice jam on the Klondike 
River right in front of the 
community, and this time 
around because of the spring 
melt.

An ice jam on the Pelly 

River at the Ross River ferry 
crossing caused flooding in 
the low levels around the 
community in mid-May, but 
nothing major.

The low-lying areas closest 
to the river began flooding 
again last week because of 
the spring melt, affecting 
a handful of properties, 
including a bed and breakfast 
business.

And the spring melt has 
caused the Liard River to 
breach the banks at Upper 
Liard. 

The low-lying area most 
affected was vacated last 
year when the Yukon and 
federal governments bought 
out 11 properties following a 
disastrous flood.

The level of the Liard River 
at Upper Liard peaked 62 
centimetres above the flood 
stage on Monday, and had 
receded 21 centimetres as of 
this morning.

The level of the Pelly River 
at Ross River peaked last 
Saturday at 53 centimetres 
above flood stage, and has 
since receded 50 centimetres. 

Officials declare spring flood season over

Rebuilding the ferry landing - again. 

Debris piles up at the dock.
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The Klondike Placer Miners' Association
would like to Thank all of our on-going supporters for their contributions to the 

Spring Mining and Dining Auction

2013 was a great success!

Lue Maxwell
Lupine Bulmer

Guy Favron
Vikki Loewen
Lisa Moore

Eva Schmidt
Hailey Wallace
Hayley Riemer
Connie Riemer

Dawn Dyce
Sue Lancaster
Victoria Lane
Claudia Naef

Karen McIntyre
Joe Mcintyre
Caylyn Imlach
Karen Hawker
Frank Hawker
Carrie Docken

Louise Blachard
Sara Donauer

George Abernath
Marcel Dulac
Melody Dulac
Chris Sager

Riley, Rorie, Matt and Neil from Favron Enterprises
Louis Hendley

Alex Seely
 TRIPLEJ

ELDORADO HOTEL
PARKS CANADA

FAVRON ENTERPRISES LTD
FELL-HAWK PLACERS

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
DAWSON CITY FIREFIGHTERS 

For any inquiries regarding KPMA events please feel free to contact:
Vera Holmes, Melanie Fellers or Lisa Favron

See you all in 2015!!!

By Dan Davidson 

“We are gathered here 
today to celebrate the greatest 
achievement of mankind in the 
history of the Yukon Territory,” 
said emcee Tim Gerberding, the 
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in's Director of 
Implementation for the First 
Nation’s Final Agreement.

The gathering in the Dänojà 
Zho Cultural Cent had been 
called to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the signing on 
the Umbrella Final Agreement 
(UFA), the document that is 
embedded in every one of the 
eleven Final Agreements that 
have been reached between 
the First Nations, the Yukon 
Territory and Canada.

“Yukon is a trailblazer 
in the realm of land claims 
negotiations and Self-
Government, not only in 
Canada, but also around the 
world,” Gerberding said.

The process grew out of 
a presentation made to the 
Canadian government by 
representatives of the Yukon 
Native Brotherhood in 1973. 
Together Today for Our Children 
Tomorrow: A Statement of 
Grievances and an Approach 
to Settlement by the Yukon 
Indian People convinced Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau to 
encourage the beginnings of the 
negotiations that led to the UFA 
two decades later.

“This document,” said TH 
Councillor Debbie Nagano, 
“set the terms for negotiations 
between the First Nations, 
Canada and the Yukon, which 
resulted in our unique self-
governing system and a fresh 
start for First Nations.

“Nurturing a government has 

not been without its challenges. 
There are still many hurdles to 
overcome before we’ve realized 
the vision laid out for us by our 
elders. But we are on a road of 
our own making – a road paved 
by people like Elijah Smith, 
Percy Henry and elders from 
other communities. And while 
we’re focussed on the work we 
still have to do, today is our 
chance to reflect on the great 
work that has already been 
done.

"On behalf of TH Chief and 
Council, I'd like to thank you 
for being here to recognize the 
signing of the Umbrella Final 
Agreement. And I'd also like 
to thank everyone who has 
supported our efforts towards 
a thriving self-government. We 
appreciate you being along for 
the journey. Mähsi."

The assembly was treated 
to a newly created video 
presentation a fact moving 
four and a half minute 
production called Mapping 
the Way: Yukon First Nation 
Self-Government. This can be 
viewed by anyone at the new 
website www.mappingtheway.
ca along with links to a wide 
variety of information on the 
subject of Land Claims and Self-
government. The video and the 
website are the work of the 
Landclaims Implementation 
Group to increase the general 
awarenes of the UFA and the 
Land Claims process.

Gerberding noted that 
this year was also the 15th 
anniversary of the TH Final 
Agreement as well as the 20th 
anniversary of final and self-
government agreements signed 
by the Nacho Nyak Dun in Mayo.

He also said that Land 
Claims ought not to be seen as 
something bringing benefits to 
First Nations. The Land Claims 
process legitimizes the activities 
of everyone in the territory.

Directly in Dawson, the 
Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in have 
grown from having 15 full 
time employees to having 70 
through the year and more in 
the summer, making TH one 
of the major employers in the 
community.

The meeting concluded 
with snacks in the foyer of the 
cultural centre.

In the coming days, Chief 
Eddie Taylor will be preparing 
a letter to the future, describing 
the state of things as they are 
now, to be placed in a time 
capsule and opened 100 years 
from now.

Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Celebrate the 
Umbrella Final Agreement

Dear Editor:

Spring has sprung and 
refundable recycling has begun 
again at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church. I wanted to thank all 
the people and businesses that 
have helped us to meet the 
restoration and repair bills 
which have been facing us in 
the past two years. Thanks 
in part to their generosity, 
we have been able to build a 
new entrance and porch for 
the Thrift Store, and put in a 
new wood stove and two Toyo 
stoves in the big church. This 
year we are looking at a sizable 
bill to repair the foundations 
for the chapel and thrift store 
and so it’s back to fundraising 
and recycling again. 

We are so grateful to everyone 
who drops off refundables or 
calls to have them picked up. 
We wanted to especially thank 
those who have helped us for 
the past two years and those 
who are helping us this year. 
Thank you to: Jimmy's Place, 
Maximilian's, Riverwest, The 
Goldrush Campground, The 
Bunkhouse, Edgar Blattler, Dale 
Roberts, Yukon River Quest, 

Mining Recorder's Office, 
Dawson City Museum, Klondike 
Sun, Fifth Ave B&B, Klondike 
Kate's, Holland America, Gordie 
Hardie, Dan Caley, Lambert 
Curzon, Marion Dale, Ian Kirk, 
Dianne Girard, Nicky Ball, 
Doug and Jen Fraser, Akio and 
Suzanne Saito, Peter Gould, 
Al Rudis, Debbie Winston, 
Ron Ryant, Audrey Vigneau, 
Elaine Gaudet, Angie Joseph 
Rear, Dolores Roberts, Marlene 
Adolph, Sylvie Burkhard, Flynn 
Fezatte, David Fraser, Susan 
Herrmann, Terrence Shäda, 
Karen MacKay, Celeste Michon 
and Steve Johnson. We couldn't 
do it without your help.

Anonymous donations have 
just turned up at my house and 
to those mystery people, thank 
you so much. I’m sure that I’ve 
forgotten people. If so, thank 
you, thank you, thank you.

Lots of us walk our dogs and 
pick up cans and bottles while 
out and about. 

If you want to help us with 
this year’s refundable drive, 
please call me at 993-5045 or 
drop donations off behind my 
house, 936 -7th Ave. We will be 
recycling until early October. 
Thanks so much.

Betty Davidson 
for the St. Paul’s Church 

and Recycling Team

LETTER: Thanks for the Cans & Bottles

LETTER
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Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

Darrell Pasloski charmed 
the audience in the Palace 
Grand immediately with his 
announcement that he had 
turned down a trip to Kiruna, 

Sweden, in order to be at the 
Gold Show last month.

"I did have the opportunity 
to participate in Canada 
assuming the chair of the 
Arctic Council. I turned (that) 
down to be here for the Gold 
Show, so that tells you how 
important the Gold Show is to 
me.”

Instant applause. 
Indeed, the Premier brought 

an impressive complement of 
cabinet ministers with him, 
including Deputy Premier 
Elaine Taylor and Ministers 
Brad Cathers, Currie Dixon 
and Mike Nixon.

“Again this year this is an 
opportunity to really celebrate 
Dawson City, highlight the 

importance of 
Dawson and the 
mining industry 
here to the 
territory. 

“We all know 
that the Gold Show 
is certainly about 
more than gold 
mining. It’s an 
opportunity to get 
together, to share 
ideas, to talk about 
innovation, and 
really to renew 
friendships as 
well. 

“Over the past 
two mornings 
there’s been the 
opportunity to hear some 
really excellent presentations 
that encompassed 
various types of economic 
development and diversity 
here in the Yukon; from 
moving oil through the 
territory to Alaska, to new 
access technologies that 
advance environmental 
stewardship here in the 
Yukon. 

“We’ve heard how 
institutions, like the new 
research centre at Yukon 
College, are helping to advance 
the interests of the industry 
by assisting in water quality 
technology and assessing the 
effects of melting permafrost.

It’s clear that there are 
exciting times ahead when 
it comes to mining in the 
Yukon.”

The premier allowed that 
the decline in the price of 
gold over the last few months 
is a concern, but he felt that 
there are still reasons to be 
optimistic.

He noted that the territory 
has been named as the eighth 
top mining jurisdiction in the 
world last year.

“I strongly believe that 
Yukon’s potential is not lost 
on investors. Investors have 
brought mines such as Minto, 
Bellekeno and Wolverine 
into production and helped 
to raise hundreds of millions 
of dollars into this economy. 
Investors have helped the 
professional and technical 
sectors, environmental and 
engineering consulting 
companies, and other service 
sectors grow and expand here 
and throughout the territory.”

Over the last several years 
the mining, oil and gas and 
exploration sectors have 
moved from being 9% of the 
territory’s GDP in 2007 to 

being 26% now. 
Three peak years of 

exploration leading to over 
$500 million in mineral 
production are, he said, 
reasons to be optimistic.

Mining, he said, brings not 
only jobs, but also community 
development, to the territory’s 
towns, and for this reason his 
government is committed to 
supporting the industry.

The Centre for Innovation in 
Mining Training was, he said, 
just one example of how the 
Yukon, in partnership with 
the other northern territories, 
was seeking to access federal 
assistance in educating and 
training a work force.

The government, he said, 
is looking for solutions to 
expand teleconnectivity and 
energy production throughout 
the territory.

“Planned economic 
development, creating an 
environment that supports 
business is, and will remain, 
the cornerstone of this 
government’s policies. We 
believe that what is good for 
business is good for Yukon and 
that the prosperity the mining 
industry has helped to bring to 
our territory is really proof of 
that.”

Trips to other countries – 
China, Korea, and Japan – are 
part of a strategy to enhance 
the territory’s reputation 
Outside and abroad. 

“These efforts have resulted 
in significant interest and 
foreign investment in Yukon’s 
economy and industry.”

The Premier’s next junket 
will take him to Europe with 
visits to Frankfurt, Hanover, 
Berlin and London.

“One of the focusses of this 
trip will be to build on mineral 
sector efforts to establish 
partnerships within Europe 

by profiling investment 
opportunities within Yukon’s 
mining industry. 

The delegations will also 
include business leaders from 
Yukon’s tourism sector and 
provide opportunities for 
Yukon second leading industry 
to meet tourism operators in 
those countries at key events.  

“This government believes 
that in the Yukon we can do 
both. We can have a strong 
and growing tourism industry 
like we’ve seen over the last 
ten years and we can have a 
strong and growing mineral 
exploration industry. That’s 
how we’re going to continue to 
move forward.” 

Pasloski indicated that the 
government is interested in 
improving and streamlining 
regulations and procedures 
related to the mining sector, 
including a review of the 
YESAB process, to provide 
certainty and transparency for 
everyone.

“We are fully aware that 
industry just wants to know 
what the rules are, and this 
government is committed to 
providing clarity.”

The premier said that 
a decade of Yukon Party 
government, in combination 
with a decade since devolution, 
has brought the territory out 
of decline into a position of 
growth and strength.

“I commit to you that the 
investments of time, money 
and energy into education, 
infrastructure development, 
and legislative renewal will 
continue so that … this Yukon 
can continue to be an attractive 
place to live, an attractive place 
to play and an attractive place 
to invest.”

This, he concluded, will keep 
the territory on a “pathway to 
prosperity.”

The Territory is on a Pathway to 
Prosperity, says Premier Pasloski

The Premier and cabinet ministers pose with several members of the 
Dawson Golf Association to mark a CDF grant that was announced 

some time ago. Pat Habiluk, Brad Cathers, Mike Nixon, Premier 
Pasloski, Currie Dixon, Gary Parker and Irwin Gaw.
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Blast From the Past
by Lisa McKenna

by Samantha Elmsley

By 6: 05 p.m., the lineup was 
already snaking past the des-
sert table in St. Mary’s church 
at the last transient workers’ 
supper on May 28. 

Roughly 52 people showed up 
for the last supper of the year—
unusual for the week that, most 
years, hits around 100, says 
Betty Davidson. “But we think 
many have taken mining jobs 
this year. So there were lots 
of people coming at the start 
[of the summer] when they 
couldn’t get into the camps, and 
less when they left.”

The transient worker’s sup-
pers started over 20 years ago. 
They’re put on by four churches 
in town—St. Paul’s Anglican, 
St. Mary’s Catholic (where the 
suppers are hosted), Dawson 
Fellowship, and Dawson Com-
munity Chapel—who each 
shoulder responsibility for one 
week, coming together at the 
end for the final supper. The 
aim of these suppers is for com-
munity members to “be a buf-
fer for [summer workers] until 
they can get on their feet,” says 
Davidson. 

 “Basically, we became aware 
that young people coming up 

quite often… didn’t get paid un-
til the end of May, so we knew 
that they were needing food 
and a place to visit with other 
young people.” With many 
summer workers holding down 
two or three jobs at once, the 
suppers provide a welcoming 
space to unwind and get a sense 
of the community beyond the 
workplace. 

In addition to providing food 
and company, the suppers also 
aim to be informative. Each 
year, community member By-
ron Shandler invites represen-
tatives from different organiza-
tions in the community to come 
speak at the worker’s supper. 
This year, talks included a visit 
from the women’s shelter, the 
Dawson City Music Festival, 
KVA, and the nurses’ station, 
among others. These talks aim 
to inform workers on issues 
that, with most coming from 
out of province, they would be 
otherwise unaware. 

Davidson cited one incident 
several summers ago as an ex-
ample.  “One girl was attacked 
by a bear, and had to be lifted 
out with no insurance,” she 
says. Serious medical emergen-
cies often have to be dealt with 
in a larger medical centre such 

The last supper

Photo by Dan Davidson

as Whitehorse and even Van-
couver. This means a medical 
evacuation, which is not cov-
ered by provincial insurance—
a costly endeavor for those who, 
like many summer workers, are 
not covered. This is the sort of 
situation that the community 
aims to avoid by hosting speak-
ers at the suppers. 

The information reaches 
many ears. Previous suppers 
this year saw about 60 work-
ers coming to eat, a jump from 
only 8 at the very first supper of 
the season. With many mouths 
to feed, the General Store do-
nates buns to each supper, The 
Pioneer Women assist,and the 
Thrift Store puts $200 toward 
the cost of juice, tea and cof-
fee, and other supplies, says 
Davidson. The rest—including 
the food itself, and the labour—
is donated by members of the 
church community. 

The suppers are one way 
Dawson City expresses its 
hospitality for those coming 
through in the summer months. 

 “It’s a way to welcome peo-
ple to the community,” says 
Davidson. “Everybody here is 
really happy to have people 
come up.” 

They were a Scottish pop band from Edinburgh. They became 
popular in the 70s when they were discovered by a million 
screaming teenyboppers. Can you imagine being bombarded by 
thousands of ear-piercing squeals?

Their names were good Scottish names. There was Eric, Stuart, 
Les, Alan, and Derek. They actually named their band by throw-
ing a dart at a map of America.

Comparisons to the Beatles were common themes but NO ONE 
can compare to the Beatles!

They had a very distinctive dress code, mostly consisting of 
calf-length tartan pants with a tartan scarf. I wonder how many 
little girls begged their mothers to desecrate their jeans? I know 
in my school some of the girls actually wore them.

But it was the hey day of teen idols (remember the magazines?) 
and these guys had to compete with the likes of Leif Garrett, 
Donny Osmond and Rene Simard.

They had six number one hits, two in the U.K., two in the States, 
and two in Canada. The weird thing is that all six were different 
songs. The dart hit the map of the just outside of Bay City, Michi-
gan and the Bay City Rollers were born.



For more information visit:  
www.env.gov.yk.ca/draftwaterstrategy

Draft Yukon Water Strategy  
for Public Review

The Government of  Yukon invites all Yukoners to participate in the development of  a 
water strategy that will guide our approach to water management in future. The strategy 
focuses on how we use and protect water.

Comments are sought on the vision, principles and goals proposed in the draft strategy as well 
as six priorities and the short- and long-term actions for achieving them.

Pick up a copy of  the public review document at Environment Yukon offices or provide your 
comments online. For more information, call 667-3171 or 1-800-661-0405 X3171 or email 
water.resources@gov.yk.ca.

The new deadline for comments is June 30, 2013.

Photo & Story
by Samantha Elmsley

The Dawson Community 
library shelves are blooming 
with information this spring.

A display of about 75 books 
on Arctic gardening, forag-
ing, and other food-related 
DIY projects is available for 
borrowers interested in taking 
food production under their 
own green thumb. 

Self-sufficiency books have 
been popular this spring, 
noted Norma Tindall, the local 
librarian. Information on pur-
suits such as beekeeping and 
raising chickens are in high de-

mand. The library will continue 
to build its collection in this 
field, and as always, borrow-
ers can access Yukon-housed 
books on the topic through the 
inter-library loan program. 

The display will likely 
remain on shelves for another 
month. 

Now that school is out for the 
summer and summer student 
staff have been hired, com-
munity library hours will be 
extended. Effective June 1, the 
new hours are: Mon. 12- 6: 30 
p.m., Tues. 10 a.m.- 6: 30 p.m., 
Wed. 12- 6: 30 p.m., Thurs. 10 
a.m.- 6: 30 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.- 6: 
30 p.m. and Sat. 12- 4p.m. 

The Dawson Community Library holds about 75 books on gar-
den- related topics.

Green news from the Library! First Famers' Market 
Photos & Text by Alice Thompson

Now we know it's spring - Lucy Vogt was out with her hanging baskets and bedding plants for 
the first Farmer's Market of this year on the weekend of May 25.

Another sign of a Dawson springtime - Dwayne Kelly, one of our local street musicians, was out 
in the good weather on Saturday, May 25, entertaining passersby and the Relay for Life crowd.

Roache's Corner   by Mike Roache
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BOOKENDS
by Dan Davidson{ } by Lisa McKenna

Saint-George was born on 
Christmas Day 1745. He was 
born of a minor aristocrat and 
his Negro mistress. 

Being born in Guadalupe, he 
was unable, due to his Mulatto 
status, to own any land and his 
prospects were bleak. His fa-
ther, Georges Boulogne de Saint- 
George, then made a daring de-
cision and decided to introduce 
his son to the Parisian aristro-
cracy. This was a daring move 
because France still considered 
the Blacks as slaves and workers, little more than mere animals.

One of the ways in which to rise in French Society was to become 
a renowned fencer. At 13, St. Georges picked up a sword and the 
beginning of a legend became into being. By the tine he was 15 his 
speed became apparent, by 17 his speed, agility, and confidence 
had grown to wonderful heights.

After his fencing, which he always kept up in top form, St. George 
turned to the violin. Some have said it is as if the talent from his 
sword transphered to the bow. He devoted himself completely.

St. George took everything he could from the violin. Strengthen-
ing its limits allowing it to ‘fight’ with the orchestra. The Concer-
tos were born. 

One of St. George’s greatest regrets was his inability to wed. Al-
though he was a lover of many, he could not find a love. That is until 
he met Marie Joseph, she became his one great love. A child was 
born from their union but it was left to die of neglect and Georges 
never saw Marie again.

St. George was to turn in his fencing and his bow and become a 
leader of over 1,000 black soldiers during the reform movement 
that promised abolition. Unfortunately the reform led to rebel-
lion. The king was forced to abdicate. Then as the Guillotine grew 
thirsty the King was beheaded and members of the upper classes 
went as well.

St. George was imprisoned in 1793 and spent his time hearing 
his friends and associates being beheaded. Georges was in prison 
for 18 months, having lost the aristocratic life he was used to he 
spent his last few years playing with small orchestras and he died 
in 1799 at only 54 years of age.

His music is now being rediscovered though it is feared that only 
a third of his works survived the Revolution. St Georges de Cheva-
lier deserves a place in history as a Great Leader of himself.

Great Leaders: 
Joseph Boulogne Le Chevalier de Saint-Georges

 

Obsession 
leads to 
tragedy in the 
Nahanni River 
country

The Whisper of Legends
By Barbara Fradkin
Dundurn
394 pages
$17.99

Hannah Green picked the 
worst possible time to go 
traipsing off into the wilds of 
the Northwest Territories with 
her boyfriend and a couple 
of his friends. Well, it may 
not have been a bad time for 
her, but for her father it was 
terrible. When the foursome 
fail to check in regularly 
Inspector Michael Green 
begins to get worried, 

Green’s relationship with 
Hannah, who is the child of his 
first, failed, marriage, is rocky, 
and he and his current wife are 
expecting their second child, 
but they both agree that he 
needs to go out to Nahanni and 
find out what has happened. 
Ex-wife Ashley, who Hannah 
lives with in Vancouver, 
concurs, loudly.

For city boy Green a rescue 
operation that turns into 
an extended canoe trip and 
mountain hike is more than a 
slight challenge. Fortunately 
he has one of his regular 
officers on the Toronto Police 
force, Brian Sullivan, who has 
bush experience, able to go 
with him. Also fortunately, as 
the case gets murky, he has a 
couple honeymooning on PEI 
that he can press into doing 
research on the members of 
the Hannah’s crew.

We know from chapter one 
that Hannah has suffered a 
concussion early in their trip, 
and that none of the three guys 
really seem to be taking that 
seriously. We also suspect, 
quite early on, that boyfriend 
Scott has more on his mind 
than a simple wilderness 
excursion.

When the quartet does drop 
off the map they are also lucky 
that Constable Chris Tymco, a 
flying Mountie based in Fort 
Simpson, takes an interest in 
their fate when a turquoise 

canoe is found 
abandoned on the 
river. 

The lure of 
potential mining 
property does 
weird things to 
peoples’ minds. 
Just how weird 
and just how many 
people, are two 
of the things we 
discover as this 
case progresses, 
but the inclusion of 
a series of letters 
written in the 
1940s between 
a trapper/
p r o s p e c t o r 
husband and 
his wife waiting 
for him in 
W h i t e h o r s e , 
soon clue us in 
that this is an 
intergenerational 
matter going back 
more than 60 years.

We only follow Hannah 
and company for about six 
pages right at the beginning 
of the book. After that we 
follow Green, Tymco and the 
newlywed Peters during the 
roughly three weeks it takes 
for the various searches to 
run their course. Green and 
Sullivan are on site, of course. 
Tymco is back and forth to 
Whitehorse, pursuing leads 
that point to this all having 
historic roots in the Yukon. 
The Peters are busy on the 
interweb and telephones, but 
also find some connections in 
the Maritimes. 

Green is a struggling 
canoeist, out of his depth in 
the mountains, and badly 
worried as the evidence piles 
up that something bad may 
be happening to his daughter. 
He is not at his best for much 
of the book. When one of her 
crew turns up dead at the 
bottom of a cliff, he begins to 
panic, but at the same time his 
investigator’s instincts kick 
into gear, grounding his actions 
and making him increasingly 
useful as events move toward 
a confrontation. Even his Dené 
guide, who has done most of 
the tracking up to a point, tells 
him “You read the signs just 
like me. Just different signs.”

There is a sense in which 
the death is useful, in that it 
galvanizes the detachment 
in Fort Simpson, where the 
Sergeant has been dragging his 
feet, into authorizing action 

that has been grudging and 
intermittent up to that point. 

I’m not familiar with the 
Nahanni area other than 
having read R.M. Patterson’s 
Dangerous River: Adventure on 
the Nahanni many years ago, 
and Pierre Berton’s account 
of his reporter’s trips there in 
My Times and The Mysterious 
North. Berton’s career took 
him there in search of another 
kind of obsession and I half-
thought that’s where this book 
was going to go when I started 
it, but Fradkin found a more 
current obsession to mine for 
a story.

She credits Neil Hartling’s 
published work on the region 
with giving her a lot of the feel 
and facts that she needed to 
write about an area that she 
had never seen, and Hartling 
is the model for the outfitter, 
Ian Elliot, who assists Green 
during his foray into the 
wilderness.

Fradkin and her mystery 
writer buddy, Vicki Delany, 
are currently on their way to 
the Yukon via Yellowknife and 
will be speaking and reading 
at several places in Whitehorse 
between June 5 and 14, with 
side trips to Skagway, Haines 
Junction, Pelly Crossing and 
Dawson. 

Delany’s last Klondike 
mystery, Gold Mountain, was 
reviewed here recently. 

I interviewed them by Skype 
while they were in Yellowknife 
and will have that for you in 
these pages later on. 
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Additional 
Channel 
Listings:

7 
 Dawson Dome 

Camera

9
Preview Guide

11
 Rolling Ads

12 & 13 
Possible Local 
Programming
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9
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11
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12 & 13 
Possible Local 
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TWENTY YEARS AGO IN THE SUN

The Sun obtained funding in late 2009 from the City of Dawson, YTG’s Heritage Branch and the Community Development Fund  to conserve and archive early 
issues and make them available once again in the public domain. This is a great resource for students, writers and historians, and also for prospective tourists with 
an interest in Dawson City’s life.  Each month, we are re-printing our front pages from 20 years ago (seen above) as a souvenir of our lively history. If you want to 
see page 2 and beyond, check out our website. Past issues are available there for download. Go to http://klondikesun.com. More will be added periodically (heh) 
when we have time! 



Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

Members of the Aboriginal 
Leadership Opportunity Year 
(ALOY) group were in Dawson 
between May 2 and 7 as part of 
their cross Canada tour of duty. 

The ALOY program was 
created in August 2008 to 
provide a military education 
and learning experience 
for members of aboriginal 
communities in Canada. ALOY is 
one of several programs created 
to demonstrate to aboriginal 
communities in rural, urban 

and remote locations that the 
Canadian Forces offers a fair 
and equitable environment in 
which to serve.

The ALOY program strives 
to provide aboriginal cadets 
with the opportunity to excel 
in the four cornerstones 
that are at the core of life at 
Kingston’s Royal Military 
College of Canada - Leadership, 
Academics, Military Training, 
and Athletics. 
    Sgt Robert Taillon and Warrant 
Officer Cote, who are travelling 
with the group, are quick to 
point out that the aim of the 
program is not recruitment for 
the Canadian military, though it 
can lead to that, or to the RCMP. 

Cadets in this group hail from 
First Nation groups right across 
the country. 

Elder Bernard Nelson, from a 
First Nation north of Thunder 
Bay, is along with the group to 
provide traditional knowledge 
and counseling.

Edmonton’s Wyett Bird 
hadn’t travelled much before 
joining the ALOY program.

At 21, Bird is one of the older 
cadets in this cadre. After high 
school he studied police and 
security at college and decided 
he’d like to try out the Canadian 

Members of the Aboriginal Leadership Opportunity Year group were Intrigued by Dawson

Tish Lindgren takes the ALOY cadets through the Hammerstone Gallery.

Cadet Wyett Bird is planning to 
enlist in the Canadian Forces.

Forces. 
“I wanted to give it a 

chance, without making a big 
commitment, to see if it was for 
me. To be honest, I joined the 
program, fell in love with it and 
I’m planning to enter into the 
regular officer training plan 
program next year.”

On this tour they have 
attended a number of pow-
wows in north Ontario, to Six 
Nations, and Ottawa before 

coming to the Yukon. 
Here they spent time with the 

local Ranger patrol, learning 
how to handle the Enfield rifles 
and 12 gauge shotguns used 
locally, doing some practical 
shooting at the Swede Creek 
range, getting familiar with 
Ranger bush equipment, 
building improvised  brush 
shelters (“hootchies”) and 
doing survival drills (fire 
starting , travelling guidelines, 

etc). There was to have been a 
hunting trip, but the weather 
wasn’t good enough to allow 
that.

Sightseeing tours included 
the Dome, the Gold Fields and 
Dredge No. 4, and the banquet 
was at the Triple J. 

Ranger Sergeant John 
Mitchell says that there is a 
strong possibility that next 
year’s ALOY group may come 
here as well.

Story & Photo
By Dan Davidson

Among the new 
programming at the Dawson 
City Museum this summer 
will be the opportunity 
to see three “reels” (well, 
DVDs really) compiled from 
the 500 reels of nitrate film 
discovered in 1978 when 
shovel operator Tommy 
Taylor was excavating for 
what was then going to 
become the new skating 
rink.

Preserved in the 
permafrost, these reels 
consisted of rare silent 
newsreels, shorts and 
features that were shown 
in Dawson City between 
1903 and 1929. Dawson was 
the end of the road for the 
film distribution business 
in those days, and the 
distributors didn’t want the 
prints back, so they were 
first stored in the basement 
of the Carnegie Library (now 
the Masonic Lodge), and then 
used as part of the landfill in 
a project across the street. 
There, they were preserved 
by the permafrost.

Since this type of film is 
so flammable and unstable, 
many of these items were 
one-of-a-kind, and so 
dangerous to transport that 
the crew at Parks Canada, 
led by Michael Gates, 
eventually had to have them 
flown to Ottawa by military 
transport plane.

You can read Michael’s 
account of this adventure in 
his book History Hunting in 
the Yukon. 

Some of them were 
duplicated and were shown 
in Dawson during the 2004 
International Short Film 
Festival, but having them on 
site permanently hasn’t been 
possible. 

With generous help from 
Yukon Energy, the Museum 
has digitized these cinematic 
time capsules, and dressed 
them up with music from 
Dawson’s own Barnacle 
Bob (who also played at the 
showing in 2004). 

This window into the past, 
as Museum Director Laura 
Mann likes to call it, was 
on display for the first time 
on the evening of May 22. 

There was a full house in 
the museum’s theatre room, 
with hors d’oeuvres snacks, 
wine and popcorn between 
reels.

Each of the three reels 
contains a sampling of 
newsreel coverage, some 
serious stuff and some 
not so serious, as well as 
maddeningly incomplete 
snippets from movies of that 
era.

“For Yukon Energy, this 
is an extremely worthwhile 
cause,” said Janet Patterson 
on the company’s blog, “and 
one that fits with our values. 
Whether it’s saving old film 
footage or saving electricity, 
it’s all about valuing what we 
have and using it wisely.”

Yukon Energy was 
promoting other types 
of saving at the event. 
Clotheslines with messages 
about the value of hanging 
out ones laundry were 
strung through the gift shop, 
and the company handed 
out packages of clothespins 
and credit vouchers for 
clotheslines at the event.

Lost Films have found their way to the Museum

Museum board chair Debbie Winston presents a thank-you gift 
to Yukon Energy’s Janet Patterson. 

Get the message? Aside from raising our hydro rates per 
kilowatt hour, Yukon Energy is trying to persuade us all to use 

a little less power.
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Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

As one of the pillars of the 
Dawson economy is the tourism 
industry, it was certainly not 
out of place to have the Minister 
of Tourism, Mike Nixon, speak 
during the recent Gold Show 
weekend.

Nixon brought a good news 
message to the room.

“Tourism is having a real 

impact on the lives of Yukoners, 
as many of you know, and it’s 
providing tremendous business 
opportunities … across the 
territory. Yukon is attracting 
a growing number of visitors 
from around the world, and the 
industry in our territory is very 
strong.”

Nixon said that the industry 
generates about $200 million 
annually and that over 25% 
of all Yukon businesses 
participate in the industry to 
some degree, with more than 
four percent of the territory’s 
GDP being derived from 
tourism.

Surveys have shown that 
2012 was an especially rich 
year for the industry. Visitation 
was up by four percent, with 
these increases being led by 
people close to home, in both 
Canada and the USA. 

“Air arrivals and departures 
as well as visitation by motor 
coach were up a staggering 
10% over the previous year,” 
the minister said, though 
he conceded that some of 
the airport figures might be 
inflated by mine workers 
coming and going.

What is undisputed, however, 
is that visitation to the territory 
has increased by 25% since 
2004.

“That’s an impressive three 
percent growth per year. This 
means that Yukon received 
63,000 more visitors in 2012 
compared to the same period in 
2004.”

Also, visitor spending was up 
29% in the same time period, 
with a total of $112 million 
spent by visitors last summer 
alone. 

To accumulate more accurate 
statistics, the Dept. of Tourism 
has been working on a two year 
tracking program, the first 
phase of which will include 
details about travel to the 
Klondike region in particular.

So far, the program has 

confirmed what has been 
generally thought to be the 
case, that both wildlife viewing 
and the Klondike’s history rank 
as important experiences that 
visitors expect to have when 
travelling in the Yukon. 

“Equally important is the 
quality of experience had by 
our visitors, for both wildlife 
viewing and experiencing 
the Klondike Gold Rush. 
Visitors had an amazing 73% 
satisfaction rating.

“For the Klondike this high 
satisfaction rating truly speaks 
to the unique high quality 
of the visitor experience. 
The Government of Yukon 
recognizes and continues 
to promote Dawson and the 
Klondike as an iconic Yukon 
experience. We do that in 
all of our global marketing 
materials, campaigns and 
media relations.”

Tourism related businesses 
here are supported by the 
Tourism Marketing Fund, to the 
tune of over $72,000 in 2011 
and more than $90,00 in 2012.

Nixon spoke of his 
department’s efforts to 
ameliorate the impact of the 
Parks Canada cuts in the Yukon 
and Dawson which were part of 
Canada’s Economic Action Plan 
2012.

“There were months and 
month of discussions and 
meetings with the federal 
government and work with 
our MP, Ryan Leef. Earlier 
this year I was pleased to 
join our MP to announce 
opportunities for the private 
sector to provide guided tours 
to the SS Klondike and Dredge 

No. 4. It’s very exciting to see 
these partnerships seizing 
the tourism opportunities 
provided by Klondike’s mining 
history.”

Nixon said that discussions 
related to dealing with the 
Parks Canada cuts were ongoing 
and that his department was 
aware of the need to monitor 
and preserve the Klondike’s 
collection of more than 250,000 
artifacts in the light of those 
cuts. 

He also spoke of the long-
standing collaboration 
between his department and 
placer miners in finding and 
securing fossil remains of 
various Beringian creatures 
over the decades. 

“Over 3,000 fossils from the 
Klondike were acquired by the 
Yukon Paleontology Program 
just last summer alone.”  

Nixon announced an 
archeological study program 
that his department is carrying 
out in the Dawson-Mayo mining 
districts with the cooperation 
of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in and 
the Nacho Nyak Dun.

“This program will identify 
and inventory archeological 
and heritage resources 
that may be found on land 
affected by mining activities. 
Archeological sites in Yukon 
contain some of the earliest 
evidence of human occupation 
in the New World.”

Nixon concluded by stressing 
the importance he places on 
the collaborating with locals in 
Dawson, including the miners, 
the business community, the 
Klondike Visitors Association 
and the local municipality.

Tourism Minister Nixon Anticipates a Strong Tourist Season

 The Masonic Temple, housed in the former Carnegie Library, is one 
of Dawson’s unique architectural features

Acclaimed Crime-Writing 
Duo To Speak at the 
Museum
 Press Release

Award-winning crime novelists Vicki Delany and 
Barbara Fradkin are on a two-week presentation tour 
of northern Canada and the United States, with stops at 
bookstores, museums, and libraries in the Northwest 
Territories, Yukon, and Alaska. Both writers are 
excited to reconnect with the region that serves as the 
inspiration for their recent works.

In April, Fradkin 
released her most 
recent novel, The 
Whisper of Legends, 
a harrowing thriller 
set along the Nahanni 
River in the Northwest 
Territories. “The North 
has some of the only 
untouched wilderness 
left in the world,” says 
Fradkin, who was 
galvanized to write the 
novel after a trip down 
the wild Tatshenshini 
River in the Yukon. 
“Like the Tatshenshini, the Nahanni River is an epic 
clash of man, nature, and history, and its legends of 
missing miners, headless men, and lost fortunes make 
for a powerful mystery. I knew I had to capture that 

spirit in a story.”  

 Delany was 
similarly inspired by 
Gold Rush-era Yukon, 
which serves as the 
backdrop for her 
Klondike Mysteries 
series. “I’m fascinated 
by the energy and 
optimism of our 
turn-of-the-twentieth 
century ancestors. 
They endured so 
much hardship and 
heartbreak because 
they had a dream — a 
dream that usually 

came to naught,” 
says Delany, who hopes to continue her research 
of the period during the tour. “It’s that thrill of the 
unknown and the courage to face it that I’ve tried to 
capture in my books along with a strong sense of fun, 
and sometimes the ridiculous.” Gold Web, the fourth 
installment in the series, is due out in December. The 
third book, Gold Mountain, was reviewed here last 
issue. 

 Over the course of their tour, Delany and Fradkin 
will discuss their recent publications and detail the 
inspiration and research behind them. Notable tour 
stops include the NorthWords Writers Festival in 
Yellowknife, the Klondike Gold Rush National Historic 
Park in Skagway, and the Dawson City Museum in 
Dawson on June 13.

Vicki Delany

Barbara Fradkin



By Alicyn Hunter 
and Jared Stephenson

Alicyn Hunter: Good morning 
everyone, friends, family, faculty 
and classmates, all of you who 
showed up to see if this is really 
happening. It is. We’re wearing 
the hats. We’re on the stage. Our 
grad advisor informed us a few 
days ago that all eight of us in 
Grade 12 would be graduating.

Jared Stephenson: First of 
all, we want to tell you that 
we are immensely fond of you 
all, and that 13 years is too 
short a time to live amongst 
such excellent and admirable 
people. And as Bilbo Baggins 
said, “I don’t know half of you 
half as well as I should like; and 
I like less than half of you half 
as well as you deserve.”

Some of you may be 
wondering what two of us 
are doing up here, squeezing 
behind the podium that usually 
only has one. Well, even 
though we’ve competed over 
just about everything for the 
past 13 years, from building 
the best bridge in Grade 4 to 
memorising the function of 
an organ we honestly didn’t 
know we had in Bio 12, there 
have been equally many times 
of cooperation. And it is in the 
spirit of cooperation that we 
are standing here together to 
recognise the collective efforts, 
not only of this class but also 
of the faculty at RSS and the 
entire community, which 
have raised us up on stage 
today. But as much as we have 
competed over everything, 
there have been just as many 
times that we have worked 
together.  (Once to score a goal 
on our own team but it was no 
less a group effort.) 

AH: (For the record, that was 
totally your fault but we’ll talk 
about that later). We are a team, 
and every one of our classmates 
has seen us through a significant 
period of our lives, in and out 
of school, from the adventures 
of elementary, to the awkward 
years of junior high, and the 
stress and fun of high school.  
Considering the saying about the 
people in our lives goes, “You 
can choose your friends, but 
you can’t choose your family, so 
choose wisely”, I’ve decided that 
I don’t really remember choosing 
any of these guys the first day of 
Kindergarten, when we had to 
share the foam puzzle pieces, or 
in Grade 3 having to share those 
Ripley’s believe it or not books. 
So I guess that makes us all a sort 
of family, not just friends. 

JS: As much as our friends 

have been there, our families at 
home have always been there. 
They are the ones, unlike 
our friends, who told us to 
do our homework instead of 
going out. They encouraged 
us to be the very best that we 
could be.  After our parents 
or older siblings dropped us 
off at school after dragging us 
out of bed each morning, we 
were welcomed by teachers. 
In such a small school, where 
classes have grown smaller 
and more intimate, the 
teachers have played the role 
of both educators as well as 
mentors. They have bent over 
backwards for us, showing us 
a level of care and commitment 
everyone should strive for.  For 
this we will always be grateful. 

AH: Dawson is like the class 
in the sense that it is small, but 
everyone is a unique individual. 
The community has played a 
role, like our friends, families 
and teachers, in making us the 
graduates we are today. Many 
of us participated in Junior 
Canadian Rangers, where 
they taught us most of what 
we know about the outdoors, 
about survival techniques and 
resourcefulness; lessons that 
will not soon be forgotten. 
The community too has lent 
us support by hiring us, in the 
mining camps, the grocery 
stores, their backyards, the 
restaurants and the hotels. 
They taught us the importance 
of working hard, and helped us 
build our knowledge and skills in 
the workplace. Dawson is full of 
characters, from every corner of 
the world, living here, at the end 
of the road. I believe, because 
of this, the community has 
made us more open to change, 
and accepting of differences. 
A person is defined by the 
community they belong to, so 
when somebody asks in the 
future, “Where are you from?” 
be proud to say: Dawson City, 
Yukon.

JS: As much as we have come 
to love Dawson, the thought 
of moving on is exciting. The 
other day, I rode the bus into 
town for the last time, and 
then took my last walk through 
the halls of RSS as a student. 
It seems to me that lately, 
we’ve all been having a lot of 
“last times”. I can’t wait until 
these “last times” end, and we 
start to experience some “first 
times”. RSS has been our whole 
world for these last 13 years, 
and I have to say, it’s going 
to be different moving to a 
place where nobody knows my 
mother.

AH: Ever since Kindergarten, 
when our teacher pointed out 
the Graduating class of that year, 
we have been striving to achieve 
this goal: graduation. A few days 
ago, one of our classmates said: 
we’re graduating…yeahahha…
now what? Now, we have 
reached a decisive moment. 
We have to think hard about 
the future and not just about 
the next assignment, birthday, 
or volleyball tournament. We 
have to make decisions about 
what we are going to do next, 
whether it’s working and saving 
money, bounding halfway 
across the world, or furthering 
our education. For years our 
responsibilities have been shared 
on the shoulders of our teachers, 
friends and parents. Now our 
decisions fall on us and to us 
alone. 

We had a teacher once tell 
us that the best teachers are 
our own peers, that we learn 
the most from each other, not 
someone whose job it is to 
teach us, so we’d like to talk a 
little about everyone and all the 
things we have learned from 
them. 

JS: Axel Riemer. Axel has 
been here since kindergarten, 
we know him as a good athlete, 
as well as an academic student.  
He tackles every challenge 
he faces, from dealing with 
breaking his leg in soccer, to 
taking on physics 12 with me. 
Axel is an all-around good guy, 
for example, after breaking his 
leg, he faithfully showed up to 
volleyball practices, cast and 
all, and helped coach. Axel is 
a good friend, and we’re lucky 
to have him. What Axel has 
taught us, is that if you swim 
about as good as a rock, it’s 
good to have a lifeguard for a 
girlfriend.

AH: Waylin Nagano. Waylin 
has always been here at Robert 
Service, and it’s hard to picture 
the school without him. Waylin 
is easy to get along with, the 
first to laugh, and he seems to 
be related to, or friends with, 
everyone in this town.  Waylin is 
a key player on the hockey team, 
as well as the volleyball team, 
playing goalie, and setter. Waylin 
brings enthusiasm and humour 
to the school and we have 
learned from him that, if you hug 
teachers, and tell them they look 
good, they’ll give you whatever 
you want.

Larissa Hebert. Larissa came 
to Dawson a few years ago by 
herself, determined to work 
her way through to graduation. 
She is an adult and a student, 
working long hours, as well 
as attending school. We think 

this is incredibly brave, and 
we’re proud to have her in our 
graduating class as one of our 
own. Larissa is an optimistic 
person; she has a bright outlook 
on life, and never fails to make 
those around her feel good. 
What we’ve learned from 
Larissa:  smiles truly are the 
universal sign for kindness. 

JS: Wesley Gillespie. Wesley 
is our quiet guy, and we have 
always sort of wondered what 
goes on in that mind. Wesley 
is also one of the teachers’ 
favourites, because there’s no 
chance of him being disruptive, 
and his comments at the back 
of the class can make even the 
most boring day a good one. 
Ever since the first years of 
Kindergarten, his presence has 
made our class whole, and we 
love having him around. And 
even though Wesley likes his 
girlfriend a lot, we know that 
he likes us too. What Wesley 
has taught us is that sometimes 
it’s better to listen to others 
then to always be heard. 

Alastair Findlay- Brook: 
Alastair arrived at Robert 
Service in Grade 3; the first few 
hours were a little confusing, 
because we accidentally 
mistook him for a girl. As 
quickly as we figured out that 
Alastair was, in fact, a boy, he 
became one of us (since, as 
Nathan pointed out, we’re all 
guys anyways), and we can’t 
imagine this class without him. 
Alastair is the funny one in the 
class, he’s very hard to not to 
get along with, and we can’t 
think of anyone, anywhere 
who dislikes him. Alastair 
has the unique gift for being 
unbiased, never turning away 
any type of friend. Alastair 
is also a natural athlete, and 
volunteered to help coach 
younger boys’ volleyball. 
Alastair has taught us that the 
key to being social in school is 
to take really long bathroom 
breaks, but instead of actually 

going to the bathroom, go visit 
and disrupt everyone else’s 
classes before going back to 
your own. 

AH: Francis Bouffard. Francis 
too came to Robert Service 
School in grade 3. Francis had 
me convinced once that he and 
Alastair were brothers, as well 
as convincing Steve Laszlo that 
his name was Chase instead of 
Francis. The thing about Francis 
is he stays busy, living for thrills 
and driving teachers slightly 
crazy. The point is that he’s 
always been up to something, 
an active participant in school 
sports, natural brains in the 
classroom, and seeking thrills 
in snowboarding competitions, 
as well as sledding and biking. 
Francis is loyal to his friends and 
never fails to smile and say hello 
in the early mornings. What 
we have learned from dear old 
Francis is that when life (or a set 
of handlebars) kicks you in the 
teeth, you get them fixed and 
you get on with life.

JS:  have enjoyed our time 
here at Robert Service School 
in Dawson City, and we’d like 
to thank all of you again, Grads, 
parents, teachers, siblings, and 
everyone who has supported 
us and taught us everything 
we know. We have shared so 
many memories, which we will 
cherish along our many paths. 

AH: Not only is this graduation 
a victory for the students you 
see here today, but for each 
and every one of you who has 
dedicated time and effort toward 
these young adults, and we 
thank you all for coming to share 
this special day with us. Again, 
Congratulations to the class of 
2013, Thank you.

RSS Valedictorians' Speech 2013: A Double Header from the Grade 12 Class
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Story & Photo
By Dan Davidson

Most performers are well 
aware that the quick way to 
a Dawson audience’s heart is 
to gush a bit about the town, 
or perhaps to compare it 
favorably to that place up the 
road that stole the capital.

Cathy Miller, known 
widely as the Singing Quilter, 
applied that knowledge right 
away.

“This is my first time 
ever in the Yukon,” said 
the Victoria based singer/
songwriter/quilter. 

“Tonight’s performance 
knocks off the last place in 
Canada I have not performed, 
and I’m glad we’re not playing 
in Whitehorse first. I’m glad 

we’re playing here. This is the 
perfect place.”

Well, the Museum’s theatre 
room might not seem the 
venue for a concert, but it 
worked well that evening for 
the group of about a dozen 
folks who not only wanted to 
hear Miller and husband John 
Bunge sing, but also look at the 
selection of quilts she brought 
along. There was a story for 
every quilt and most of the 
songs also involved quilts in 
some way or other.

Cathy has been a folksinger 
for some years now, originally 
touring the festival and house 
concert circuit and working 
with a group called Trilogy. 
Quilting was an interest 
that became a subject for 
songs when she was asked 

Quilting stories make many a clever tune

to write some for 
a play in 1991, and 
that started her 
on a new career, 
combining singing 
with providing 
quilting workshops. 

Husband John use 
to perform with 
the Gumboots in 
Yellowknife.

To date, they have 
performed for 700 
quilting guilds and 
events on three 
continents.

Kathy has a fine 
folk voice with a 
bit of a jazzy touch and plays 
a mean guitar on her carbon-
fibre acoustic instrument. The 
set list for the evening was a 
mixture of quilting tunes and 

John Bunge and Cathy Miller

songs from her former career.
John provides harmonies 

and harmonica backup.

The Friday evening concert 
on May 24 was a good bit of 
fun.

Story & Photo
By Dan Davidson

Igor D’India is fascinated by 
adventure and wants to tell 
the story of Walter Bonatti, 
an Italian mountaineer, 
adventurer and reporter who 
made a solo trip some years 
ago down the Yukon River from 
Whitehorse to Dawson and on 
to Fort Yukon. Then he flew to 
Old Crow and returned again to 
Fort Yukon by river. This was in 
1965, so D’India wants to make 
the trip himself in 2014 as 50th 
anniversary homage.

To get ready, he came to the 
Yukon this year to scout the 
journey and watch the river 
break up in Dawson. 

To get here, he hit the road 
in Toronto where he has been 
working for the last year, and 
stuck out his thumb. 

“It took me six days, more or 
less,” he said when we met over 
coffee at Riverwest. “I was very 
lucky with rides. I never waited 
more than 6 hours.”

Bonatti is his hero. He was a 
top climber for 17 years, scaling 
most of the world’s highest and 
most difficult peaks and then, 
in 1965, after a tough solo 
climb of the Matterhorn, he 
announced his retirement from 
extreme climbing and took up a 
second career as an adventure 
reporter. 

For the next 20 years he 
trekked through jungles, across 
deserts and up a few mountains 
in Africa, Australia, Malaya, 
Antarctica and South America. 
But, although his Wikipedia bio 
doesn’t mention it, his first solo 
trek was to paddle down the 
Yukon River. 

“There was no crew following 
him in an RV,” said D’India. “He 
was by himself.”

D’India plans to do it the 
same way. 

“NO cell phones, no RV trailer, 
no team following along beside 
the river. Just me, a canoe and a 
camera.”

Bonatti wrote up the trip 
for the magazine Epoca, and 
D’India says the piece got 
noticed in the 1960s.

“People were really 
impressed, because, you know, 
Alaska, the Yukon, Jack London, 
big rivers. They didn’t expect 
to see all those pictures. There 
were wolves, moose, bears, so I 
think people were pretty good 
impressed.”

D’India read Bonatti’s book 
when he was 14 years old and 
found in that work a template 
for the sort of life he thought he 
would like to live.

He hasn’t been climbing a 
lot of mountains, but began 
reporting from war torn areas 
in 2002. In 2005 he made 
a documentary about the 
involvement of the Russian 
government in a tragedy in 
North Ossetia, winning the 
Bizzarri Film Festival Special 
Price in 2006.

In 2009-2010 he filmed the 
Team Est expedition in “the 
worst car ever made, a small 
Fiat Y10, throughout Africa and 
Asia (the Mongol and Africa 
Rally).

 “The film “The Y10 Diaries” 
(available on YouTube) tells 
of their odyssey and several 
failures. For the Y10 diaries 
episode I won The Adventurists 
Film Festival in London in 2010.”

D’India is on a shoestring 

Italian Adventurer/Blogger Plans a Yukon River 
Anniversary

budget, without any backing 
at this time. Hitchhiking to the 
Yukon was a matter of necessity 
as well as an adventure for his 
blog.

In 2010 he walked the Oreto 
River (in Palermo, Sicily) to 
document the polluted state of 
its waters.

In 2011 he mounted a bicycle 
and retraced Garibaldi’s route 
from Sicily to Turin to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of Italian 
unification.

In 2012 he spent 700 hours 
living alone in a cave 30 metres 
underground, having been 
fascinated by the experiments 
of Michel Siffre, the French 
underground explorer, 
adventurer and scientist. 

D’India said he has 
experienced great kindness 
during his several weeks in 
Dawson. He was offered the 
use of a motorhome to bunk 
in, and says that Mayor Wayne 
Potoroka was supportive of his 
plans for next summer.

“I didn’t find the money this 
year, but next year I’ll come back. 
I’ll be working the whole year to 
put some money together for 
the flights or find a sponsor to 
cover me.”

D’India says Dawsonites were very kind to him during his several 
weeks here in May.

Tundra   by Chad Carpenter



Placer and Quartz
Class 1 rules are changing.

For more information visit: emr.gov.yk.ca/mining
Contact: mining@gov.yk.ca
or call 667-3422 or 1-800-661-1408 x 3422

Deadline for feedback is Wednesday, July 31, 2013.

The Yukon government is working to establish notification and information 
sharing about how Class 1 mineral exploration activities are carried out,
in order to minimize conflicts on the land, meet legal obligations and 
improve environmental management.

We want your feedback to
help shape these changes.

Walking Away Cancer

Photos & Text by Alice Thompson
All ages of local Dawsonites and volunteers from other communities showed up for the Dawson City 
2013 Relay for Life on May 25. The majority of the funds for the event were raised by pledges for the 
teams walking the perimeter of our Front Street Park and the Dike Walkway.

Sammy Taylor (back 
to the camera) and 
Zak Bartholamew 
(facing camera) 
groove to the great 
beat by one of the 
great local bands 
hired by the Relay 
for Life organizers to 
entertain the partici-
pants and onlookers 
for the day long event.

Devon Michaud volunteers to 
have his head shaved by local 
hairdresser Celeste Michon of 
"Hair we Are" to raise money for 
Relay for Life. Overall, the vol-
unteers for head shaving raised 
$365 in bids from their friends 
and family.

Stephanie Cleland, Dawson "Relay for Life" Organizer commented 
on the successful May 25th event: "I am just so impressed that with 
such a short time to organize we pulled together 87 participants in 
9 teams. That works out to about $298 a person raised at the event 
(unofficial totals are 1,000 generated by the auction, $385 bidded 
for the hair shaving and the balance of the $26,000 funds raised by 
pledges). I think this is excellent. Thank you to the community for all 
the donations and sponsorships. Hope to see everyone again in 2015 
at the next Relay for Life in Dawson."

2013 TRANSPORTATION PERSON THE YEAR 

John Van Every 
was born in 1936 in 
Sudbury, Ontario, the 
eldest son of Owen and 
Grace Van Every. Like 
his father before him, 
John became interested 
in the transportation 
industry at a very young 
age. John’s mother Grace 
would often put three 
bottles of formula in his 
father’s lunch bag and 
away father and son 
would go for the day in 
the truck. The summer 
John was 11 years old, 
he skidded logs with a 
small farm tractor for 
his father on a clearing 
contract. By the time he 
was 14 years of age John 
was working in a garage and driving a tow truck. 

In the fall of 1968 John came north to drive for Cassiar Asbestos 
Transport Division. Upon his arrival, he knew that trucking in 
the North was his true calling. John’s truck was one of two trucks 
loaded with asbestos from the mine that went through the ice 
bridge in the Yukon River in December of 1969. 

After hauling asbestos for a few years, John became the 
supervisor of the Skyline in Dawson City. The Skyline was a 
tramline that hauled asbestos across the Yukon River during 
break-up and freeze-up. Before the Clinton Creek mine closed in 
1978, John became employed with Klondike Transport. In 1985, 
John formed a company called Dawson City Backhoe Service. 
Dawson City Backhoe Service expanded into truck and equipment 
rentals. The company owned a Cessna 185 aircraft that was used 
for company business. 

In 1986, John started his own transportation business called 
Van Every Inc. John’s business began small but eventually grew 
and consisted of tire sales and service, propane sales and supplies, 
RV recovery, Esso products, Finning products, fuel, and, hispassion 
– equipment hauling. 

In March of 2004, John was one of the many transport drivers 
that took supplies into Old Crow on the winter road for the 
construction on the airport. The trip was a memorable one taking 
24 hours to go in and 18 hours to return. 

John eventually purchased a 1947 Chevy 3 ton truck which 
he restored and now uses in the Canada Day and Discovery 
Day parades in Whitehorse. John is a member of the Yukon 
Transportation Association and continues to be a strong advocate 
for the transportation industry in Yukon. 

Believing that the transportation industry is an integral part of 
Yukon’s economy, over the years John has lobbied various levels of 
government about its operation and welfare. 

John has always given generously to auction fundraisers for the 
Klondike Placer Miners Association, Dawson City Museum, and 
various other organizations. It also gave him great pleasure to 
help a child by donating to the annual R.C.M.P. bike rodeo. 

John is a true pioneer for his many years and miles dedicated to 
the transportation industry of Yukon. 

Photo by Michael Gates
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Judith Blackburn-Johnson
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Story by Samantha Elmsley
Photos by Aaron Woroniuk

For the fourth summer run-
ning, the Cover Me Badd event 
shook the ears of locals and 
transients alike. Seven bands 
responded to the challenge of 
covering two songs of their 
choice, and one assigned to 
them by Dawson City Music 
Festival (DCMF) and Klondike 
Institute for Arts and Culture 
(KIAC) representatives. The 
result was a packed and lively 
crowd at the KIAC ballroom on 
May 31.

Organized on a first come, 
first served basis, the event has 
sold out every year previous. 
Doors opened at 7 p.m. and the 
first of the crowd made their 
way inside. The first band was 
a group of four girls called the 
Dawsonettes, who 
looked like they 
had just walked off 
the set of Mad Men. 
Opening with a ren-
dition of Carly Rae 
Jepson’s “Call Me 
Maybe”, they played 
to a smaller crowd 
that was still filter-
ing in and finding 
seats. Attendance 
built over the night 
and chairs were 
forgotten as Com-
munity Chest called 
viewers up closer to 
the stage. The en-
ergy built and burst 
when they busted 
out in the Black 
Eyed Peas “Let’s Get 
It Started”, and the 
front of the room 
turned into a dance 
floor. 

The Gunt Suck-
lers wrapped up the 

Friday night in Dawson City

night with a particular crowd 
favourite, “Band on the Run”. 
“One more song! One more 
song!” reverberated through 
the space when they finished 
up. “Sure, we can give you one 
more song,” the lead guitarist 
smiled, and the band launched 
into Led Zeppelin’s “D’Yer Mak-
er”. Despite the heat, the crowd 
found it in themselves to dance 
one more time. 

DCMF producer Jenna Roe-
beck and KIAC events coordina-
tor Matt Sarty ended the night 
with a short awards ceremony 
for the bands, and a thank you 
for everyone that participated. 
While no funding goal was set, 
the venue was at capacity all 
night. In the eyes of its coordi-
nators, this event was a total 
success. 

Cover Me Badd has been rais-
ing funds to cover professional 
fees for local artists since 2010. 
Hosted by KIAC in partnership 
with DCMF, Cover Me Badd 
was not originally intended to 
continue past its first summer, 
but was so popular that KIAC 
and DCMF have continued to 
run it since its inception. This 
year, funds raised will cover 
artist fees at the Beer Garden 
open stage, a new addition to 
the Dawson City Music Festival, 
which takes place July 19 to 21. 

Thanks go out to Snakeface, 
Community Chest, the Gunt 
Sucklers, Caffray, Jenkins, & 
O'Neill, Pirate Pete & the Cable 
Stealers, Bastard Sons of Bom-
bay Peggy, the Dawsonettes 
and Liverwurst for a great Fri-
day night out in Dawson City.

Snakeface debuted new singer, Holly Culp. Photo by Aaron Woroniuk

The Secret Panel picked "Let's Get it Started" for Community Chest to cover.



Stories and illustrations 
by Lisa Michelle

KIDS' CORNER

+

HEY KIDS! 
What is your favourite fry? Curly? Smily? Sweet potato? 

Do you like them with ketchup or gravy? Tell Lisa about it at 
klondikesun@northwestel.net!

F

JUST FOR FUN: How many things can you find that 
begin with the letter F?

is for...
F is for French Fries!

French Fries aren’t really French they 
first appeared in North America! They are 
often called ‘chips’, or ‘fries’, French-fried 
potatoes, or even ‘wedgies’! (Wedgies are 
big chunks of potato covered in spices, I like French Onion Soup 
Mix or Sage and Seasoning Salt, and then they are baked in the 
oven).

There is a difference between ‘chips’ and ‘fries. ‘Chips’ are more 
‘thickly’ cut.

Fries are generally served as a side order for a burger or sand-
wich, or they can just be a snack. Fries are usually served salted 
with ketchup, vinegar, or even mayonnaise. Some fries are even 
made out of sweet potatoes!

French fries have been around a long time. Thomas Jefferson 
asked for his potatoes to be served the ‘French 
way’ in 1802. By 1856 the term French fry first 
appeared in print.

In Spain they are known as ‘Patatas Fries’.
In the Southern Netherlands and Belgium 

fries are called ‘Vlaamse Frieten’ or ‘Flemish 
Fritas’.

The first Fish and Chips shop appeared in 1860 in Britain starting 
the British fast food industry. Do you know of any town in Britain 
that doesn’t have a Fish and Chip Shop?

Frozen fries did not appear until the 1940’s and as of today take 
30% of all the potatoes grown. 

In 2008 the World’s first, and they say only, French fry museum 
was opened up in Belgium.

F is for Formica!
Did you know that Formica is a wood beetle? What a perfect name 

for this basically indestructible plastic sheeting, no bugs going to get 
through this stuff. 

Formica was invented in 1912 and by 1913 Formica had 18 em-
ployees. Formica has been used as an electrical insulator, gears for 
over 6,000 Chevy’s and other motor vehicles, even airplane propel-
lers in W.W.II but its primary use is in kitchen counters, bathrooms, 
and tables and chairs.

F is for Fireflies!
What is a firefly and what makes it glow?
A Firefly is a beetle that produces what is 

known as ‘cold light’ by chemically inducing 
light from its abdomen. The colors of this 
light can range from a cool yellow, to an 
eerie greenish glow, to a warm pale red.

Occasionally all the fireflies will light up 
and blink in synchronation but it is not 
known why. Maybe it’s a form of socializa-
tion.

Even the larva are known to glow, giving 
them the name of ‘glow worms’. The larva 
will also hibernate during the winter months 
only to emerge in the spring, although 

some species will hibernate for years!
Most species live in the trees but there is one species that has 

actually grown gills and they live a generally aquatic life.
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Churches

Klondike Outreach Job Board

DAWSON  COMMUNITY CHAPEL: 
Located on 5th Ave across from Gold 
Rush Campground. Sunday School at 
10 a.m. Sunday worship at 11 a.m. All 
welcome. Pastor Ian Nyland, 993-5507.

ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH: Corner 
of Front & Church St. Sunday Services 
at 10:30. 1st and 3rd Sundays: Morning 
Prayer. 2nd and 4th Sundays: Holy 
Eucharist. 5th Sunday: Informal. Rev. 
Laurie Munro, 993-5381 , at the Richard 
Martin Chapel, Tues - Thurs, 8:30 - noon.

Many Rivers: Counselling and 
support services for individuals, 
couples, families or group counselling. A 
highly confidential service located in the 
Waterfront Building. We are a non-profit 
organization with a sliding fee scale. To 
make an appointment call 993-6455 or 
email dawson@manyrivers.yk.ca. See 
our website at www.manyrivers.yk.ca/.

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Corner of 5th and King. Services: 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.,  Sat. 5 p.m., Tues. 
7 p.m., Wed. to  Fri. 9:30 a. m. All are 
welcome. Contact Father Ernest Emeka 
Emeodi for assistance, 993-5361.

Support

Mining 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Advertise your business and services with The Klondike Sun! Submit your business card at a 

normal size of 2” x 3.5”, $25 per issue and yearly billings can be arranged.

Alcoholics  Anonymous: Meetings 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. at Richard Martin 
Chapel 104 Church St.; Fridays at 1:30 
p.m. at Telehealth Dawson Health 
Centre; Saturdays at 7 p.m. at the TH 
Community Support Centre 1233 2nd 
Ave; info 993-3734 or 5095.

WATER LICENCES/ LAND USE PER-
MITS/ ALL PLANS FOR  PLACER 
MINERS ARE DONE!: Call Josée, Fast-
Track Land Management at (867) 993-
5917, (819) 661-1427 cell, e-mail jb@
northwestel.net. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise with the 
Klondike Sun!

This could be your 
business card!
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 NEW
E-file

Alice lives and works locally in Dawson City

To view properties for sale in
Dawson and area, call
Alice Thompson

Phone: 993-2532

www.coldwellbanker.ca
www.DawsonCityRealty.com FOr rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT: CIBC Bank 
building. Size of office space can be cus-
tomized/built to suit. Contact: Northern 
Network Security, 993-5644.

Open Positions:	
Accounting & Office Admin-
istrators
Automotive Service Techni-
cian
Cab Drivers
Cashier/Prep Cook
Cashiers
Chef
Cooks
Dishwashers
Door Staff
Driver/Swamper
Drivers: Class 1 & 3
Employment Support 
Worker
Equipment Operator
Front Desk & Night Audi-
tors

Heavy Duty Mechanic
Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor
Hostesses
Housekeeping/Room At-
tendants
Industrial 1st Aid Atten-
dant
Kitchen Help
Laundry Attendant
Lifeguard
Lunch Counter Persons
Night Cleaner
Senior Accounting Clerk
Servers
Shop & General Labourers
Stock Clerk
User Support Technician

Positions with Closing 
Dates:
Maintenance Worker III/
Tradeshelper:  June 13
Contract for Automated 
Bank Machine/Night De-
posit:  June 15
Community Lunch & Meals 
on Wheels Cook:  June 18 
@ 4
Youth Enhancement Coordi-
nator:  June 20 @ 4
Maintenance Worker II:  
June 25

Student Positions:
Youth Summer Worker:  
June 18 @ 4

Positions Out of Town:
Mining – various

Hours
Monday to Friday: 9 a.m. to 
noon, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed weekends and Stat 
Holidays

Contact Info
Phone: 993-5176 
Fax: 993-6947
www.klondikeoutreach.com
E-mail: 
info@klondikeoutreach.com

PLACER EXPLORATION: Auger Drilling 
Services Available – Track mounted drill 
and heli-portable drill. Contact: Gateway 
Drilling Ltd. Clint Tracy, (780) 919-2107 
or Grant at 867-332-9975.

To order pork, chicken, turkey or fresh eggs
e-mail: kerrsdaleheritage@hotmail.com

call/text: 867-993-3532
I am looking forward to serving you!

Anja Hoehle, Agripreneur

open office
LAND SURVEYOR: For over 100 years, 
From William Ogilvie, Dominion Land 
Surveyor to the Present: LAMERTON 
LAND SURVEYS, 951 2ND AVENUE, PO 
BOX 928, DAWSON CITY, YUKON, Y0B 
1G0. 867-334-7233. glamerton@gmail.
com. GLEN W. LAMERTON, CANADA 
LANDS SURVEYOR. (The trailer across 
from the 'Goat'.)

COMMERCIAL GARLAND RANGE: 
Two ovens, four open burners, 48-inch 
flattop grill and salamander. Asking 
$3,500. Garland 36-inch flattop griddle 
comes with a stand. Asking $1,200. Call 
867-333-0943. Excellent for a mining 
camp!

For Sale



P.O. Box 308 (1336 Front Street), Dawson City, Yukon  Y0B 1G0
Tel: (867) 993-7400 ~ Fax: (867) 993-7434

NEW WEBSITE: www.cityofdawson.ca (updated regularly)

DAWSON CITY – HEART OF THE KLONDIKE

 
 
 
 

P.O BOX 308, DAWSON CITY, YUKON   Y0B 1G0 
PH: (867) 993-7400,  FAX: (867) 993-7434 

 

dawson city – heart of the klondike 

PUBLIC  
NOTIFICATION 

 
The City of Dawson is soliciting volunteers to sit on the Heritage Advisory Committee. 
 
The Heritage Advisory Committee advises Council on matters related to City of Dawson 
heritage. Committee members sit for a 2-year term. They have the responsibility to 
consider and make recommendations on historical and heritage aspects of development 
permits submitted to the City of Dawson.  They also deliberate and provide feedback on 
proposals for major new buildings or very large alterations in the City of Dawson.  
 
Written self-nominations may be physically delivered to the municipal office at 1336 
Front St. or may be addressed to: 

CDO, City of Dawson 
PO Box 308 
City of Dawson, YT 
Y0B 1G0 

 
If you have any questions or require any further clarification concerning HAC 
membership, please contact Micah Olesh at the City Office at 993-7414. 
 

Public 
Notification
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