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The Percy
begins tomorrow. 

Be there .

Kids dive for coins, candy and cookies during Thaw di Gras. Photo by Dan Davidson

Have you voted for the 
Grade 8 class yet today? 

Check the Sun's Facebook 
page for details. 

What a busy Fortnight this has been!
Many reports and photos in this issue.



This free public service helps our readers find their way through the many  
activities all over town. Any small happening may need preparation and 
planning, so let us know in good time! To join this listing contact the office at 
klondikesun@northwestel.net.

Events
PERCY DEWOLFE MEMORIAL MAIL RACE: March 26-29. World-class mushers 
race to honour legendary mail-carrier Percy DeWolfe.

Meetings
IODE DAWSON CITY: Meet first Tuesday each month at home of Joyce Caley 
at 7:30 p.m. For info call Myrna Butterworth, 993-5353, Joyce Caley, 993-5424. 
Recess for summer July-October.
ROYAL CANADIAN LEgION BRANCh #1: Meet first Thursday each month at 
Legion Hall (3rd and King St.) at 7:30 p.m. Contacts Helen Bowie, 993-5526, 
Myrna Butterworth, 993-5353.
PIONEER WOMEN OF ThE YukON: Meet third Thursday each month at 7:30 
p.m. at YOOP Hall. Contact Myrna Butterworth, 993-5353. Recess for summer 
June, July and Aug.

Klondike Institute of Art and Culture (KIAC)
Drop-in painting 1-4 p.m., $5 drop-in in the KIAC Classroom (enter through 
the back door). Inspire and be inspired by other artists. Bring your own ideas and 
painting surfaces. Paints, brushes & easels are supplied, no instruction offered.
PARENT/TOT PROgRAM: March 7 to May 30 $10 per class. Singing and dancing 
games with movement, dancing and drama.  Please pre-register with the instruc-
tor Tiss Clark 993-6154
hAThA YOgA WITh jOANNE vAN NOSTRAND: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30-
7 p.m. E-mail yogawithjoanne@me.com 24 hours in advance. 

Dawson City School of Visual Arts
ADMIN OFFICE hOuRS: Monday to Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
LIBRARY hOuRS: Monday-Thursday 4-7 p.m. Sunday 1-5 p.m.
ART SuPPLY STORE hOuRS: Lunch hours Monday - Thursday.

Dawson City Community Library
LIBRARY hOuRS: Monday - Friday  Noon – 6:30 p.m. Closed weekends. 

Conservation Klondike Society 
DEPOT hOuRS: Sat, Sun, Mon: 1-5 p.m., Tues: 3-7 p.m. Donations of refundables 
may be left on the deck during off hours. Info: 993-6666. 

The Westminster Hotel
friDay anD saturDay march  13-14 in the lounge: 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Legs up Hands Down
SATuRDAY: Tricycle Race followed by the Hat Toss and Bum Darts 1 p.m.
SuNDAY: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Chili Cook-Off: All ages, awards at 4 p.m. in lounge (19 & 
over), followed by Leg Up Hands Down for the Thaw-Di-Gras Closing Ceremony!

Come find out about our ONESIE WENESDAYS & SMALLIE SuNDAYS!

The Alchemy Cafe
YIN YOgA WITh jOANNE ShERRARD: Wednesday, January 14 at 7:30 p.m. Pay 
what you can. Yin Yoga challenges body and mind. Physically, Yin Yoga practice 
works on the connective tissues. Mentally, it works on acceptance of self in day-
to-day living.
ChESS CLuB: Every Sunday, 2 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce 
ChAMBER MEETINgS: Regular meetings on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Downtown Hotel.

Town Council
COuNCIL MEETINgS: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Council 
Chambers. Public invited to ask Council questions during the question period, 

in dawson now:
sEE and do
What to

which takes place towards the end of each meeting. Meetings are also aired on Chan-
nel 12.
COMMITTEE OF ThE WhOLE MEETINgS: Council will be holding Committee of the 
Whole meetings as posted at the posted office.

Dawson City Museum
MOvIE TIMES: Look for posters at the Post Office.

Miscellaneous
zuMBA: Fun, Latin-inspired fitness program for all ages and abilities! All summer 
long at the TH Hall. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Drop in or purchase a 
10-pass punch card.
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Cameras Set to Roll in Dawson Early April for the TV-Mini 

Series “Her Next Plan”
(March 15, 2015) Dawson City is the location for a new small-budget TV series from 

writer-director Lulu Keating and producer Max Fraser.  

Cameras are set to roll in early April for the comedy-drama licensed by Northwestel 
Community television, and funded by community sponsors and government funding 
agencies - the Yukon Film and Sound Commission and the Canada Media Fund, 
Northern Production Incentive.  

The show was announced today by Fraser and Keating, who share ownership in 
a new production company, Big Plan Pictures Ltd., which was incorporated for the 
production.

“Her Next Plan” builds on earlier work by Keating; the story is about two 
chechahkos from Atlantic Canada who arrive in Dawson broke but hopeful. It stars 
Stephanie Davidson, who is a co-writer on the project, and her real-life partner Brian 
Willdey. There are two animal actors as well – Buster and Brutus.

A cast and crew of up to 20 people will work on the production, which is an 
economic boost to Dawson at an otherwise slow time of year.  The producers are 
putting the series together with all-Yukon and mostly-Dawson talent. A casting 
session is scheduled for Dawson on Sunday March 22.  A call for local crew is being 
issued. Additional sponsorships are being sought.

A bull moose was hit and killed 
by a car Friday night (March 13) 
near Fox Lake.

The car was damaged but 
its occupants weren’t injured, 
conservation officer Ken Knutson 
said this morning.

“Sometimes you get lucky,” he 
said.

The collision, which took 
place between Deep Creek 
and Fox Lake, was called in to 
Environment Yukon’s TIPP line at 
11:25 p.m. Friday.

Knutson said the meat was 

given to a local Ta’an Kwäch’än 
family.

After such collisions, meat 
isn’t always recoverable but often 
moose quarters are still edible, he 
said. 

No one was available at the 
Carmacks RCMP detachment 
this morning to speak about the 
condition of the driver and any 
passengers.

It’s a high-collision area, 
Knutson said of that stretch along 
the North Klondike Highway.

Moose often emerge from the 

lowlands or valleys along the sides 
of the road to feed on willows and 
move back and forth across the 
roadway. 

Last fall, a calf was hit by a 
vehicle and killed. Its mother met 
the same fate the following night, 
Knutson said. 

He advised drivers to slow down 
when travelling through the area.

Contact the Yukon TIPP line at 
1-800-661-0525 or www.env.gov.
yk.ca/environment-you/tip.php.

Moose impact on Windshield – from Helen McCullough’s 
Facebook page 

(Ed. Note: Happily Helen and Brian were not injured.)

Moose killed in collision

In-store
specials & 

fresh coffee 
every day!

Tel:
993-6567
Fax:
993-5973

European cheeses and organic foods
Our Specialties

Winter Hours
Mon to Sat: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sun: Closed

See daily specials at 
Bonanza Market on Facebook!

Check out our deli 
for ALL KINDS of great snacks!

Camp orders? No order too big or too small.

Party Platters for all occasions ~10 different kinds 
Custom orders ~ just call!



we want to hear from you!
The Klondike Sun is produced bi-monthly. It is published by The Literary Society of the Klondike, a 

non-profit organization. Letters to the editor, submissions and reports may be edited for brevity, clarity, 
good taste (as defined by community standards), racism, sexism, and legal considerations. We welcome 
submissions from our readership. However, it should be understood that the opinions expressed herein 
may not always reflect those of the publishers and producers of the Klondike Sun. Submissions should 
be directed to The Editor, Bag 6040, Dawson City, YT, Y0B 1G0, e-mailed to uffish20@hotmail.com, di-
rectly to the paper at klondikesun@northwestel.net or dropped off in the drop-box at our office in the 
Legion Hall, 1082, 3rd Avenue (back door in the back lane). They should be signed and preferably typed 
(double-spaced), or saved on a digital file. If you can give a phone number at which you can be reached, 
it would be helpful. Unsigned letters will not be printed. “Name withheld by request” is acceptable and 
will be printed, providing the writer identifies themselves to the Sun editorial staff.  A Publishing Policy 
exists for more details.
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Roache's Corner by Mike  Roache

Story & photo
by Dan Davidson

Listening to long winded 
explanations of just what took 
place where and when during 
the recent Supreme Court case 
here underlined to me just how 
confusing the street locations 
and numbers can be in this little 
town of mine. 

A lot of that is because most 
of us who live here know where 
things are without necessarily 
knowing their official locations. 

To find the school, just drive 
down the street by the Yukon 
Energy plant, and it’s one 
block past the multi-coloured 
Westmark buildings. You can’t 
miss it. 

Well, you might if you didn’t 
know the street in question is 
Fifth Avenue. You can probably 
find the school without 
knowing its number, which is 
a good thing, because I worked 
there from 1985 to 2008 and I 
have no idea what it is. 

The City of Dawson is setting 
out to change all that with its 
new Civic Addressing Bylaw 
#13-01. 

I wish them luck. It’s been 
tried at least twice since I’ve 
been here. Our own house has 
worn its numbers since we 
learned what they were some 
time after the first go round. It’s 
a little confusing because we 
have a double lot and the two 
parts are six numbers apart for 
some reason. But the part the 
house sits on is the residential 
number and it’s the one I need 
to quote if there’s a water line 
problem, like there was briefly 

a month ago. 
It’s also the number I have 

to give if I call the RCMP after 
hours and the call is rerouted 
to the response centre in 
Whitehorse, where they don’t 
know the town layout at all. 

And it’s because of things like 
that, police calls, ambulance 
calls and fire calls, that we need 
to move on this numbering 
situation more effectively this 
time out. 

You see, the territorial 
government has decided to give 
up on its interim 911 plan and 
go straight to the real thing. 
By 2016, if plans work out well, 
there will be 911 service all 
over the territory, and our calls 
will not be being rerouted to 
anyone with local knowledge. 
They will be picked up by the 
911 call service, where ever 
that may be located, so that 
the person on the other end 
of the line will need precise, 
reliable directions to give to the 
responders. 

“It’s the blue house on two 
lots, two blocks straight back 
from the school,” just won’t do 
the trick any more. 

The town’s administration 
has been working on this for a 
while and has calculated that 
there are 600 properties that 
will need numbering within 
the municipal boundary. The 
greater number are in the core 
area, with other groups up the 
Dome in Literary Heights (my 
name for it) and others south on 
the Klondike Highway, including 
the Dredge Pond subdivision 
and the Callison subdivisions. 

Of those, most have already 

been assigned numbers during 
the last couple of efforts. 
So it will just be a matter of 
persuading those who haven’t 
done so to put them on their 
buildings where a responder 
would be able to see them when 
driving by. Yes, there seem to be 
people who feel that doing this 
is some sort of infringement 
on their privacy or just can’t be 
bothered.

It’s been estimated that 
fewer than 20 properties 
will actually need to change 
their address numbers, which 
will be a nuisance on official 
correspondence and other 
paperwork. I’m guessing that a 
lot of these will be corner lots 
where the frontage is on one 
street while the actual access is 
around the corner. 

The bylaw had first reading 
on February 24 and its second 
reading on March 10. It will be 
on of the subjects at a Public 

Forum on March 31. See the 
back page ad. 

As we have been the 
community pushing hardest, 
through the efforts of our Fire 
Chief, Jim Regimbal, as well as 
our council, for the extension of 

911 service past the boundaries 
of the capital city, it would be 
embarrassing if we didn’t do 
everything we can to make 
ourselves ready for it.

Uffish Thoughts: Dawson by the Numbers

This cul de sac, leading off Albert Street, is to be identified as part of Fourth Avenue.
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Story & Photo
By Dan Davidson

Klondike MLA and Liberal 
Leader Sandy Silver made a 
presentation to and fielded 
questions from about 30 
people at his open constituency 
meeting on March 3. The 
crowd in the Downtown 
Hotel conference room was 
basically friendly to its elected 
representative.

Silver presented a number of 
positions which the party has 
now taken a stand on in the 
Legislative Assembly, including 
support for a Independent 
Power Policy, and extension of 
911 services throughout the 
Yukon.

The party is not now in 
favour of digitized staking for 
mining; though it did look at the 
practice during the last election, 
it has concluded there are too 
many potential problems.

Popular with the audience 
was his position that the 
territorial government should 
pick up much of the extra cost 
of running and maintaining 
Dawson’s troubled new waste 
water treatment plant, which 
has yet to pass its acceptance 
testing.

On the issue of fracking, 
Silver, who was part of the 
select committee that turned 
in an inconclusive report last 
month, was clearer than the 
report in his position.

“A Liberal government would 
not issue permits for fracking, 
given what I heard from 
academic experts, Yukoners and 
First Nation governments,” he 
said.

On the thorny issue of the 
Peel Watershed land use plan, 
he reiterated his press releases 
criticizing the Yukon Party 
government for continuing to 
pursue its vision in spite of 
widespread opposition and the 
Yukon Supreme Court decision 
handed down by Justice Veale. 

Silver gave an overview of the 
issues on which he has asked 
questions in the Legislature, 
identifying several dozen 
themes he has been pursuing, 
often with the assistance of 
volunteers who were, in some 
cases, texting him critiques of 
the government’s responses 
and suggesting possible new 
questions even on the floor of 
the Legislature. 

Some locals were concerned 
that Silver’s ambition to become 
premier might cause him to be 
less effective in his riding, but 
he insisted that his Klondike 
responsibilities would still be 
job one. 

With reference to the Liberal 
party’s lackluster record 
the last time it formed a 
government. Silver said that the 
party in those days had planned 
to win without planning how to 
govern once they won. 

“We’re ready,” he said, 
confident that he is going to be 
able to field a strong team for 
the upcoming contest. 

Raising the issue of voting 
for the party in power, Fire 
Chief Jim Regimbal noted that 
it had been Silver who was the 
legislature’s champion in the 
push for territory wide 911 
service. 

“Thank you for that,” he said.
Diana Andrew asked if 

the party was in favour of 
decentralizing the functions of 
some government departments, 
citing tourism and art as 
departments that ought to have 
representation in the Klondike. 

“It doesn’t matter … what 
you’re talking about, it’s just ‘so 
much easier for us to take care 
of it in Whitehorse’. That’s the 
attitude,” Silver replied. “It’s not 
easier.”

He said that some rural 
members of the governing party 
agree with the idea that some 
jobs should be placed outside 
the capital.

“It’s obvious what we could 
do here in Dawson,” he said, “as 
far as mining pursuits, tourism 
and culture. Why is that so hard 
to do? I don’t understand that. ”

On that same theme he 
questioned the wisdom of the 

Silver says his team is ready to rule

Former teacher Sandy Silver perches on the front of a desk while fielding questions from 
his constituents. 

government’s plan to build a 
300 bed seniors’ facility in the 
capital, saying it would make 
more sense to built several 
smaller units and put them 
where their potential residents 
actually live.

Silver said a Liberal 
government would spend more 
time consulting with people to 
find out what they want and 
need, rather than spending 
its time telling people what 
they were going to get without 
proper consultation.

The MLA, he said, should be a 
conduit from the people to the 
government, not the other way 
around, as is so often the case 
with the Yukon Party. 

Silver said he was in favour of 
developing a model for electoral 
reform, but felt that most of the 
ones currently under discussion 

seem to favour whatever party 
is advancing them. He would 
like to see an independent 
select committee come up with 
some proposals and see what 
might emerge. 

Asked if he was in favour of 
recall legislation and referenda, 
Silver said he wasn’t about 
to go into details at this kind 
of meeting, but he tended 
to favour those ideas and 
was open to finding ways of 
making them work better 
than they have in some other 
jurisdictions. 

The meeting ended on a 
positive note with Glenda Bolt 
thanking Silver for his attempts 
to bring respect and kindness 
into the political realm.

The Girl Guides have returned 
to Dawson



Story & Photo
by Dan Davidson

There was no shortage 
of conversation during the 
Yukon NDP’s Sustainable and 
Prosperous Communities 
Tour stop in Dawson City on 
March 10. Liz Hanson, Leader 
of the Official Opposition in the 
Legislature, arrived with MLA 
Jan Stick (Riverdale South) and 
NDP Chief of Staff, Francois 
Picard, to discuss issues with 
about 15 locals assembled in the 
Gathering Room at the Dänojà 
Zho Cultural Centre.

Earlier in the day they had 
met with Dawson’s municipal 
council and the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in (TH) council.  

There was considerable 
discussion related to the Casino 
Mine project, especially to 
the company’s plan to create 
an enormous tailings dam to 
contain the toxic water that will 
be a byproduct of its mine plan. 

Monina Whitfoth and Tim 
Gerberding, both of whom 
work for TH, expressed grave 
concerns based on their study 
of the project and the reviews 
that have been done on it. They 
see the dam, at the very least, as 
a serious planning error.

Hanson agreed that mining 
reclamation needs firm, 
reasonable regulation. The 
reclamation plan shortfall at the 
Wolverine Mine has shown, she 
said, that there is much work to 
be done in this area. 

Hanson said that the party 
was particularly concerned 
about the changes that the 
Yukon Party has inserted 
into the federal amendments 
currently being studied in 
Ottawa regarding the Yukon 
Environment and Socio-
economic Assessment Board.

On the other hand she 
took heart that the general 

opposition from citizens 
and from the First nations 
has been to object that these 
proposals are messing with 
“OUR agreements”, referring to 
the individual Land Claims and 
the Umbrella Final Agreement 
under which YESAB was 
established. 

When the Parliamentary 
committee comes to the 
territory for hearings later this 
year, she imagines they are 
going to get an earful.

The basic feeling in the room 
was that people were not 
opposed to mining as such, but 
were concerned about the lack 
of planning and forethought 
that seemed to be the norm. 
Sebastian Jones suggested 
that the model used under the 
territory’s Oil and Gas Act, 
which allowed for expressions 
of interest in various regions 
rather that the current free 
entry staking, would be a better 
way to manage things. 

Hanson said that the job of 
the opposition was to hold the 
government to account and 
work to improve the lives of 
Yukoners to the extent that an 
opposition party can do that. 

She said that it has become 
clear to her that the current 
government wants to redesign 
the entire land use planning 
process in the territory. The 
ongoing legal battle over the 
Peel Watershed, which has 
led to the shutting down of 
the existing land use planning 
process, including the one 
for the Klondike, which was 
suspended in December, has 
shown the government’s 
intentions.

She expressed her deep 
concern that the Yukon Land 
Use Planning Council is now 
chaired by former Yukon Party 
cabinet minister Patrick Rouble, 

who was the minister in charge 
when the Peel Watershed 
process began to go pear-
shaped and was ultimately 
sidelined by the government. 

The government’s plan to 
building a 300-bed senior care 
facility in the capital city came 
under quire a bit of fire at the 
meeting. Locals expressed 
the opinion that the Health 
Department was missing an 
opportunity in not building 
a two story facility here and 
substantially increasing the 
number of rooms, rather than 
the one story McDonald Lodge 
replacement currently being 
constructed. 

Continuing Care in the 
community, or in a similar sized 
community, was seen to be 
preferred over warehousing all 
seniors in a massive facility in 
the capital city.

Stick said that the 
government has already spent 
$7 million on the plans for 
this facility without serious 

community consultation at all. 
She said she had met recently 
with a number of organizations 
that one would have expected 
to be consulted on this matter.

 “Nobody out there,” she said, 
“– not one group – had been 
approached to say ‘what do you 
think about this?’”

Much of the meeting was 
taken up with a discussion 
about the merits and demerits 
of the current electoral 
system, which makes possible 
the existence of majority 
government at both the 
territorial and federal levels, 
when the parties in power do 
not actually have the majority 
of the voters’ confidence.

Gerberding who once ran 
here for the NDP, put forward a 
strategic voting proposal which 
would see the two opposition 
parties agree not to split the 
vote in areas where they came 
close to defeating the Yukon 
Party last time around. In his 
vision, the majority government 

“Our job is to replace this existing government,” says NDP Leader Hanson

that could be created by such 
a move would then be in a 
position to bring forth some 
form of electoral reform so 
that future minority majorities 
could be prevented from 
happening.

Hanson professed to be in 
favour of electoral reform, but 
not in favour of dictating to 
grassroots based local NDP 
constituency groups that they 
could not mount a candidate if 
they felt moved to do so. 

She said she was willing to 
discuss the issue with Liberal 
Leader (and Klondike MLA) 
Sandy Silver, but so far he had 
not approached her with any 
signs of interest. 

“Our job,” she said, “is 
to replace this existing 
government because they have 
done harm.” But it seemed quite 
clear that she meant it was her 
party’s job. 

Silver had expressed much 
the same sentiment at his 
meeting the week before.

Chief Isaac seems to look on from directly behind NDP Leader Liz Hanson as she 
discusses local and territorial issues in the Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre on March 10.

WHITEHORSE (March 20, 
2015) —The Government 
of Yukon wants to hear 
from Yukoners on proposed 

safety regulations designed 
to improve oil-fired heating 
systems and safeguard 
Yukoners from carbon 
monoxide and fire.

“These proposed regulations 
will go a long way to help 
safeguard everyone from the 
risks of carbon monoxide 
poisoning and fire in their 
homes,” Minister of Community 
Services Currie Dixon said. 
“We now want to hear from 
Yukoners and gather their 
input.”

The proposed regulations 
would require smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors in all residences – 
including rental units – with 
a fuel-burning appliance or an 
attached garage.

The proposed regulations 
would also put greater 
government oversight in 
place for the installation 
or modification of oil-fired 
appliances, but will not affect 

regular oil burner servicing. 
Only qualified oil burner 
mechanics and supervised 
apprentices would be allowed 
to install or modify oil-fired 
appliances. A registry of 
qualified oil burner mechanics 
would also be developed.

Many Yukoners have already 
taken action to improve their 
safety by installing carbon 
monoxide detectors and smoke 
alarms and annually servicing 
their home heating systems.

Over the last few years, 
territorial training and 
certification programs have 
helped a number of Yukoners 
become fully qualified as oil 
burner mechanics. The Yukon 
government has also helped 
raise public awareness through 
its “seriouslysimple” and “Be A 

Hero” campaigns.
Public review of these 

proposed regulations is one of 
the last stages in the legislative 
process. 

Following the tragic deaths 
of five Yukoners from carbon 
monoxide poisoning in January 
2012, the Oil-Fired Appliance 
Working Group was established 
to make recommendations on 
improvements to oil burner 
safety. A coroner’s inquest was 
held to further understand the 
events leading to the tragedy 
and offer recommendations on 
how to improve public safety. 
The Yukon government’s 
proposed legislative 
changes address various 
recommendations. 

Input wanted on proposed regulations for oil-fired appliances and carbon monoxide safety
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Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson 

The 2015 edition of the 
Dawson Fur Show, sponsored 
by the Dawson District 
Renewable Resource Council, 
was held in the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Community Hall 
in the midst of the Thaw di 
Gras weekend on March 14. 
That there were a lot of other 
activities going on all over 
town did not seem to detract 
from attendance at the fair, 
which ran from noon until 
about 8 p.m.

This year’s event was 
dedicated to the memory 
of the late J. J. Van Bibber 
and coordinated by Rachel 
Hunt, with the assistance of 
volunteers.

“We were pleased to have 
our Minister of Environment, 
Wade Istchenko, attend 
the fur show,” Hunt said. 
Deputy Premier Elaine 
Taylor was also present and 
sorely tempted to touch the 
luxurious pelts on display. 

The fur contest judges 
were Ryan Sealy and Doug 
Langila from the Yukon 
government and Dave Bewick 
and Pete Wise from the 
North American Fur Auction. 
Dave Bewick also brought a 
selection of 12 fur garments 
from NAFA for display in the 
Fashion Show. 

The winners in the various 
categories were as follows. 

SABLE: 1 - Kyler Mather, 
2 - Jared Mather, 3 - Mel 
Besharah

LYNX :  1 - John Schoneville, 
2 - Dean Thomas, 3 - Mark 
Elliot

FOX:  1 & 2 - Jared Mather, 
3 - Kyler Mather

WOLVERINE: 1 - Logan 
Donovan, 2 - Mel Besherah, 
3 - Logan Donovan

WOLF: 1- Jared Mather. 2 – 
Darren Kormendy, 3 – Frank 
Johnstone

YOUTH TRAPPER: 1,2 & 3 – 
Brendon Kormendy.

Darren Kormendy was the 
winner of the Jack Fraser 
“Best Trapper Award”.

Allison Anderson and 
Ashley Bower organized 
the jigging contest, in which 
the winners were: 1st place 
- Jillian Hunt, 2nd place 
- Teagan Ewing, 3rd place - 
Taliyah Ewing. 

Dave Robinson ran the 
trap setting contest and the 
winners in that even were: 
1st place - Ryan Sealy, 2nd 

DDRRC’s 2015 Fur Show sees a good turn out
place - Dan Reynolds, 3rd 
place - Mark Elliot. 

A moose stew and bannock 
late afternoon lunch was 
prepared by Nora Van Bibber 
and Carl Taylor. 

There were numerous 
door prizes given out during 
the day to keep up peoples’ 
interest, including a gold 
nugget donated by Schmidt 
Mining.  

The day closed with the 
Fur Fashion show. (see 
related story)

Photos: 
clockwise from the top

* The TH Community Hall 
was crowded with furs and 
spectators. 

* The lynx table display, 
with a warning not to handle 
the furs.

* Minister of Tourism 
Elaine Taylor chats with Dave 
Robinson.

* Youngsters participated in 
a jigging contest.

*  A number of organizations 
had information tables.

* Marjorie Kormendy was 
one of a number of creators 
displaying her wares. 



Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

The mild temperatures of 
early March did not hold for 
this year’s Spring Carnival, but, 
aside from the Friday, when 
everything was held indoors 
anyway, the sun shone clear and 
the skies were clear for Thaw 
di Gras weekend. By Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons the 
temperatures were hovering 
between the minus teens and 
early twenties. 

The carnival is coordinated 
by the Klondike Visitors 
Association, with the assistance 
of many volunteer groups 
and quite a few of the town’s 
businesses. 

The big event on Friday was 
the annual Dawson City Music 
Festival Lip Sync, which kicked 
off at about 8 p.m. but audience 
members had no chance of a 
seat if they weren’t lined up 
about 45 minutes earlier.

Saturday kept folks busy at 
venues all over town, starting 
at 11 o’clock. Even the General 
Store got into the act with a 
Price is Right game in which 
groceries were the prize. 
There were kids games and a 
Cabane a Sucre, provided by the 
Association Franco-Yukonaisse, 
at the Waterfront Park, along 
with a bonfire to cut the early 
afternoon chill. 

Part of Third Avenue in front 
of the Westminster Hotel was 
blocked off for much of the 
weekend for the Road Hockey 
Tourney. There were games 
inside as well, including the 
hat toss, tricycle race and the 
ever popular bum darts. The 
Axe throw contest needed 

more room and was held in the 
parking lot across 4th Avenue 
from Gerties. 

One big change this year was 
the renaming of the traditional 
Sunnydale Classic mushing 
and skijor race, which has been 
rebranded the Barry Fargey 
Memorial Dog Race in memory 
of the man who was so involved 
with mushing for so many 
years. 

For pet lovers there were 
events for both cats and dogs at 
Bombay Peggy’s and Diamond 
Tooth Gerties. The latter venue 
was also host to the Kids’ Lip 
Sync in the afternoon.

Bar events included arm 
wrestling at the Eldorado and 
cribbage at the Downtown. 

Saturday was also the date for 
the Dawson District Renewable 
Resource Council bi-annual 
Fur Show, which ran from noon 
until 8 that evening. 

It was back to the 
Westminster in the morning for 
some piping hot Chili to ward 
off the morning chill while some 
brace souls actually turned out 
in the minus-mid-20s to run or 
walk from the ferry landing to 
Moosehide and back.

In spite of rather crumbly 
snow blocks several teams 
did manage to finish snow 
sculptures between noon 
Saturday and noon Sunday. 

The Gertie’s parking lot was 
the sire for most of the Sunday 
events including a belt sander 
race, several divisions of chain 
saw tossing and log sawing. 
Both kids and adults had a try 
at finding the money, cookies or 
candy hidden in the haystack, 
thought the adults had to 
scramble to locate just one 

toonie, while the kids had many 
coins to find. 

The big group event of the 
day was the last one, the 

Thaw di Gras 2015 was chilly but fun
crowd pleasing egg toss, with 
each throw widening the gap 
between the partners by one 
giant step each.  The winning 

team were show offs and 
managed an additional two 
successful tosses after they had 
already won.

AFY provided the Cabane a Sucre at the Waterfront Park 
and at Gerties. 

This cliff-side castle was 
the most elaborate of the 

sculptures. 

As can be seen, the distance between the team members increases after 
each successful throw. The dogs and the ravens love to clean up after this 

event; the people who missed - not so much.
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Wombania by Peter Marinacci

Thaw di Gras Contest Winners
Submitted

Lip Sync – The Wizard of Oz (Jimmy Boddie, Marta Wir-
rell, Lindsay Birss and Erika Marzinotto)

Tricycle Race: Lars Johansson
Cat Show: 1 - Trigger (Melanie Fellers), 2 - Cleo (Jen 

Mireau), 3 - Lloyd (Maria Sol)
Log Saw (Men’s): 1 - Brian Naeff, 2 - Mark Dauphinee, 3 - 

Franz Violmar
Log Saw (Women’s): 1 - Sylvia Farr, 2 - Marta Wirrell, 3 - 

Shelley Ediger
Chili Cookoff : Tanya Cerovic, Craig Hunter, Jessica Dev-

enport, Scott Topham, Alison Hendricks, Phil Bean (The chili 
was called “The Big Chill’)

Egg Toss: 1 - Dennis Dunn & Brian Douglas , 2 - Jeremy 
Germaine & Milo Jordan, 3 - Harvey (?) & Alan (?)

Arm Wrestling (Men’s): 1 -  Marcel Dulac, 2 - Oliver Di-
dier, 3 - Andrew Van Bibber

Arm Wrestling (Women’s): – 1 - Shannon Mallory, 2 -  Jill 
Wnek, 3 - Christine Calhoon

Axe Toss (Men’s): 1 - Victor Henry, 2 - Paul Robitaille, 3 - 
Ron McCready

Axe Toss (Women’s): 1 - Natasha Sale, 2 - Shelley Edigar, 
3 - Alexa Mitchell

Sander Races: 1 – Mike Fraser, 2 - Shelley Edigar, 3 – Ricky 
Mawunganidze

Tea Boil: 1 – Toby/Logan, 2 – Franz, 3 – Ryan/Angus
 Tea Boil Youth: 1– James/Emily, 2 – Jessica/Janya, 3 – 

Calvin/Seth
 One Dog Pull: Lightweight - Odyland (or Odlin); 
      heavyweight – Flare (w/Marie)
 Chainsaw Chuck (Men’s): 1 – Michel, 2 – Owen, 3 – Ricky
 Chainsaw Chuck (Women’s): 1– Utah, 2– Bethan, 
3– Jamie
 Chainsaw Chuck (under 9): 1– Joe, 2 – Calvin, 3 – Sasha
 chainsaw chuck (10-14): 1 – Janya, 2 – Jadika, 3 – Logan
 Tricycle Race: 1 – Lars Johansson, 2 – Simone D’Amour, 3 

– Angela Van Nostrand
 hat Toss: 1 – Catherine Lalonde, 2 – Blake Cameron, 3 – 

Shelley Edigar
 Snow Sculptures: 1 – Mathias MacPhee

The Sun had hit 3rd Avenue by the time the 
Street Hockey began.

The log sawing contest used squared off 
logs for the adults this year to even up the 

challenges. 



Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

One of the highlights of the 2015 Dawson Fur Show was 
the Fur Fashion Show in the evening, featuring work by local 
designers, as well as a selection of clothing from the North 
American Fur Auction.

Georgette McLeod acted as announcer for the models and 
their apparel. Special guest models included MLA Sandy 
Silver, as well as Mayor Wayne Potoroka and his children.

Local designer Dolores Scheffen was the creator of the first 
group of items, which featured a lot of First Nation elements 
inspired by memories of work her mother did, and by nature. 

Next up was a group of items by Megan Waterman, the 
creator of Skookum Brand parkas. Models showcased some 
of her parkas and anoraks in both classic and modern styles, 
along with a selection of hats and mitts.

The North American Fur Auction collection featured 
a number of items that seemed somehow to have been 
disguised to look less like fur. Most of the pieces had 
been dyed some shade of purple and seemed to be more 
decorative than useful as actual outdoor wear.

Rosemarie Gassner is known particularly for her hats and 
mitts that mix fabric and fur. 

Sarah McHugh’s works were the last ones in the show. 
Sarah is another local designer who took up the art after 
suffering a highway accident and put her recovery time to 
good use. Her contribution was a selection of hats and mitts. 

Fur apparel was on parade at the Dawson Fur Show
THE KLONDIKE SUNP10    WEDNESDAY, March 25, 2015
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Story & Photo
By Dan Davidson

Mike Stevens has synesthesia, 
a sensory condition which 
causes him to see sounds as 
colours. His version of this 
cross-wiring of the senses 
is technically known as 
chromesthesia and it enables 
him to “play” the sounds in a 
room using his accomplished 
skills with harmonicas, and 
looping technology to compose 
a new song as the room reveals 
itself to him.

When you do that as an 
opening number at a house 
concert, as Stevens did on 
March 12, you’ve pretty much 
got the audience in the palms of 
your hands after that. 

Stevens is a storyteller as 
well as a player, and spent about 
a third of the evening filling 
the audience in on some of the 
milestones in his career.

The Sarnia, Ontario, based 
musician started out at an 
early age and by 16 he was 
practicing 12 hours a day, 
influenced by the Blues coming 
across the border from Detroit. 
Somewhere in that unique mix 
of styles there’s blues, jazz, 
rock, bluegrass beat-boxing 
and basic riffs, some of it fed 
through a looping system that 
allows him to become a one 
man band on some of his tunes. 

One of his first gigs was with 
a bluegrass band, back at a time 
when harmonica really wasn’t 
considered kosher for that 
musical style. He made it work. 

In the 1980s the Lewis Family 
gave him a break, although it 
might have seemed chancy at 
the time. If he would follow 
them on their circuit on his own 
dime, they would make sure he 
had a chance to play with them 
at every concert. At the end, 
they would pass the hat for him 
and he says he did very well 

that way, as well as lining up 
paid bookings for the next year.

This eventually led to a 
regular gig on Nashville’s Grand 
Ol’ Opry television show, where 
he got to work with some of his 
musical heroes. 

By 1999 Stevens says he 

was feeling a bit burnt-out 
by celebrity. He’d won major 
awards in Canada and the 
United States, had recording 
success and had published 
a book about his harmonica 
techniques. But it was a tour 
a northern Canadian fly-in 
community, where he first 
encountered the social curse of 
gas sniffing, that revitalized his 
spirit and gave him a mission 
beyond his music.

Music is part of the mission 
of the ArtsCan Circle, founded 
by Stevens after his experience 
on that tour. He’d promised 

Mike Stevens: Harmonica man 
with a Mission

to return to that town with 
harmonicas and to teach them 
how to use them, and so he 
did, Since then he has been 
joined by other musicians with 
other instruments, and some 
11,000 harmonicas, along with 
thousands of other instruments, 

have gone to isolated 
communities where workshops 
have been held to teach young 
people a different way to turn 
on to the world.

Stevens’ Yukon tour was part 
of the Home Routes program, 
and he was successful in 
making all his dates except 
the one in Old Crow. The plane 
couldn’t land in Dawson on 
the day he was supposed to go 
north, so he had to spend part 
of Thaw di Gras weekend in 
Dawson before making his next 
appointment in Inuvik.

The Humane Society Dawson’s ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held Thursday, 
April 9th at 5:30 PM in the public library.

~Come see what’s going on at the shelter!
~Renew your membership!
~Sign up to volunteer!

~PLUS: We are looking for 2-3 enthusiastic, animal-loving board members to join our team!

Refreshments provided. See you there!

with Danielle Thorne, humane Society Dawson

hUMane socIeTy dawson UPdaTe

This column is provided by the Humane Dawson Society. Hours of 
operation: 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday

Phone number: 993-6900

Annual General Meeting
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Hundreds line 
the dyke for the 
sled drop
Story & Photos
By Dan Davidson

“Gee, must be just about all 
of Dawson out here,” said the 
Trekker to his buddies lined 
up along the dyke on Friday 
afternoon. 

“No,” I told him. “You’d need 
at least another 1400 people 
for that.”

I’d counted fifty walking to 
where I could get a decent line 
of sight for photography, and 
that was about a quarter of the 
crowd, so I was confident of 
about 200 people. Most likely 
half of them were from the 
145 Alaskan snow machine 
riders who had arrived here 
the day before for the Trek 
Over the Top. 

And let’s face it, a lot of local 
people were just heading 
home from work at 5:10 and 
not all of the folks from across 
the river, from the suburbs 
south of town, or the country 
residential lots on the Dome 
were going to turn out for this 
event.

It had been a few years since 
the last Sled Drop though, and 
there might have been folks 
farther north on the dyke trail 
that I couldn’t see from the 
Waterfront Park.

Shortly, the sound of the 
Fireweed helicopter could 
be heard rounding the bend 
where the Klondike River 
meets the Yukon, flying low 
enough that it almost looked 
like the derelict snow machine 
it was towing on a long cable 
could have touched the ice. 

The sun had just moved 
behind the hill on the west 
bank, casting shadows that 
obscured the sled against the 
black spruce until the chopper 
began to rise as it approached. 
It continued north, turned, 
came back south to hover 
above the target zone 
festooned with stakes, and 

cont'd on p. 17
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News & happenings from the Community Library
sTacKed

in the Library this month
The Library will host a reading by award-winning poet and 
author Susan Musgrave on Tuesday 21 April 2015 at 7 p.m. The 
event is open to the public and refreshments will be served. Since 
publishing her first volume of poetry at age 19, Susan has written 
close to 30 books. Her most recent novel is Given, while her latest 
poetry collection is titled Origami Dove. She has also recently 
produced a board book for children called Love You More. Susan 
lives on Haida Gwaii where she owns and manages a guest house. 
A cookbook centered around the island (Haida Gwaii: Foraging 
and Feasting at the Edge of the World) will be published in 
the spring of 2015. She also teaches poetry in the University of 
British Columbia’s Optional Residency MFA in Creative Writing 
Program. For more information you can visit susanmusgrave.com.

* * * *
Fans of young adult fiction will find several new arrivals on 
our shelves. Award-winning Canadian author Kenneth Oppel 
continues his Apprenticeship of Victor Frankenstein series with 
Such Wicked Intent. Meanwhile, Gail Carson Levine reimagines 
the Cinderella fairytale in Ella Enchanted. For something a little 
more realistic and contemporary, there’s Close Out part of the 
Impact Zone series by best-selling writer Todd Strasser. 

* * * *

Easter Closing 
Don’t forget the Library will be observing the Easter long 
weekend. We’ll be closed both Good Friday, April 3rd and Easter 
Monday, April 6th.

For more information about any of these items 
please contact the Library at 993-5571 or email dclib@klondiker.
com

was three or four years. 
It was intended to be an 
every other year event, but 
sometimes it’s hard to get a 
sled donated. 

Foubister says the Dawgs 
are thinking that the more 
dramatic “throw” of the 
second sled might actually 
be the way to determine 
the winner the next time 
they hold this contest – 
which should be in about 
two years. In the meantime, 
you can watch a video of 
the event on the club’s 
Facebook page. 

began its elevator ride to the 
drop altitude.

As it rose, it drifted towards 
the dyke and spectators began 
to worry that it would miss the 
target zone altogether. 

There was a collective gasp 
as the cable let go and the sled 
began its 10 second drop to the 
ground, landing just at the edge 
of the target zone, nearly on 
top of the other sled that was 
waiting for its turn. 

The chopper came down 
and hovered over the second 

derelict, was hooked to it, and 
set off north, making speed 
and a quick turn that had the 
sled hanging out at a 45 degree 
angle before it came back and 
released it at a low altitude with 
more of a throw than a drop 
this time. It bounced and rolled 
through the stakes, shedding 
parts as it came to a stop.

It was the dropped sled that 
counted for the contest, and 
won Paul Sindorf $1086 for 
having placed his stake closest 
to where the machine landed. 
Bob Brooks, also of Alaska, 
picked up a $575 second prize.

The drop was organized by 
the Dawson Sled Dawgs club, 

with the assistance 
of a number 
of volunteers, 
two donated 
superannuated 
sleds and a free 
ride from Fireweed 
Helicopters.

The sleds are 
old wrecks that 
are cleaned of 
every possible 
contaminant 
before they are 
used in this 
contest. 

The Dawgs’ Liz 
Foubister says 
the club isn’t sure 
how many years 
it’s been between 
drops. When they 
sat down to plan 
the event, they 
realized they 
didn’t know if it 

Sled Drop
cont'd from p. 16



CYFT 106.9 FM: 
Dawson City Community Radio

“The Spirit of Dawson”

Tune your dial to 106.9 FM or 
Cable Channel 11 (Rolling Ads) in Dawson City,
or listen live over the internet at www.cfyt.ca!

MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

1 to 5 p.m. Manager’s Mix - Mr. Manager

THURSDAY

5 to 6 p.m. Youth Broadcast - Ricky & Friends

7 to 8 p.m. Kajambo! Radio - Paulie P

8 to 9 p.m. Kings of Dawson City - Ben & Brendon

9 to 10 p.m. Trenchtown 1G0 - Ricky

FRIDAY

2 to 3 p.m. Southside City Swag - Chris 

3 to 5 p.m. On the John - John

8 to 9 p.m. Dancing Alone - Sarah

9 to 11 p.m. The Fox and the Forest - Mathias

SATURDAY

3 to 4 p.m. The Cat’s Meow

4 to 5 p.m. He Played, She Played - Gaby & Dan

5 to 7 p.m. The City Mic - Mike & Steph

7 to 10 p.m. Rocking Blues - Sonny Boy Williams

SUNDAY

7 to 8 p.m. Back on the Air - Andrew

Cat show at Peggy's

Photos by 
Devon Berquist

LipSync at Gerties
Photos by 
Sandy Silver

Ben Rudis, Brendan Reese et al doing 
Adam Sandler’s “Lunch Lady”

The College crew featuring Jim 
Taggart as Beetlejuice 

Maria Sol and friends with 
Cher’s “Turn Back Time”
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CHURCHES

KlondiKe 
outreach 
Job board

DAWSON  COMMuNITY ChAPEL: 
Located on 5th Ave across from Gold 
Rush Campground. Sunday School at 
10 a.m. Sunday worship at 11 a.m. All 
welcome. Pastor Ian Nyland, 993-5507.
ST. PAuL’S ANgLICAN ChuRCh: Corner 
of Front & Church St. Sunday Services 
at 10:30. 1st and 3rd Sundays: Morning 
Prayer. 2nd and 4th Sundays: Holy 
Eucharist. 5th Sunday: Informal. Rev. 
Laurie Munro, 993-5381 , at the Richard 
Martin Chapel, Tues - Thurs, 8:30 - noon.

MANY RIvERS: Counselling and Support 
Services for individuals, couples, 
families or group counselling.  A highly 
confidential service now in our NEW 
LOCATION:  2nd floor, 853 – 3rd Ave.  
(Above Klondike Outreach, up the stairs 
on the south side of the building).  We 
are  a not for profit organization offering 
EAP and Free public counselling.  To 
make an appointment call 993-6455 
or email: lbrown@manyrivers.yk.ca, or 
dawson@manyrivers.yk.ca.   See our 
website at www.manyrivers.yk.ca. 

ST. MARY’S CAThOLIC ChuRCh: 
Corner of 5th and King. Services: 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.,  Sat. 5 p.m., Tues. 
7 p.m., Wed. to  Fri. 9:30 a. m. All are 
welcome. Contact Father Ernest Emeka 
Emeodi for assistance, 993-5361.

SUPPORT

BUsIness dIrecTory

ALCOhOLICS  ANONYMOuS: Meetings: 
Thursdays 6 p.m. @Hospital Rm 2160 
(summer only). Fridays  1:30 @ Hospital 
Rm 2160 Telehealth. Saturdays 7 p.m. 
@ 1233 2nd Ave. Info 993-3734 or 5095.

classIFIeds

FOR RENT
OFFICE & STORAgE SPACE FOR RENT: 
CIBC Bank building. Office and Storage 
size can be built to suit. Contact: North-
ern Network Security, 993-5644 or 
NNSec@DawsonCity.net.

Open Positions:
Assistant Cook/Kitchen Helper
Bakery Helper
Breakfast Cooks
Bulldozer Operator
Cashiers
Chef
Custodial Staff
Dishwasher
Fuel Delivery Drivers
Grocery Clerk
Guest Sales & Services
Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Housekeeper/Room Attendants
Mine Business Manager
Mine Supervisor/Operator
Parts Counterman
Restaurant Manager
Security Guards
Server
Shipping & Receiving Clerk
Sous Chef
Stock Person
Substitute Teachers
Technician
Truck Drivers

Positions with Closing Dates
Tender Janitorial Worker:  March 25
Tender Janitorial:  March 25
Bank Cashier:  March 26 @ 4
Tender Plumbing & Heating:  March 26
Communications & Admin Asst:  March 
31 @ 4
Senior Administrative Assistant 
& Administrative Assistant thru 
Centralized Recruitment & Certification 
Process:  March 31
Golf Course Manager:  March 31
Grounds Superintendent:  March 31
Recycling Depot Attendant:  March 31
Pool Manager:  April 2 @ 4
Ramp Attendants:  April 10
Recycling Depot Attendants (summer):  
April 30

Student/Youth:
Y2C2 Field Worker:  May 29

Positions Out of Town:
Mining:  various positions & locations
Road Construction:  various positions

kLONDIkE OuTREACh IS OPEN 
FROM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
9 A.M. TO 12 P.M. 
& 1  P.M. TO 5 P.M.

contact info
phone: 993-5176 
fax: 993-6947
www.klondikeoutreach.com
e-mail: 
info@klondikeoutreach.com

We are open Monday to Friday
9 am to 12 & 1 to 5 pm.

Telephone:  867.993.5176
E-mail:  info@klondikeoutreach.com
Web:  www.klondikeoutreach.com

We are the Klondike’s year-round 
employment support service

drop by or give us a call

Classified advertisements are $6 per insertion. Submit 50 words (max) to klondikesun@
northwestel.net.

Business cards are $25 per insertion. Submit cards to klondike-
sun@northwestel.net.
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MINING 
WATER LICENCES/ LAND uSE PER-
MITS FOR PLACER MINES: Call (250) 
992-5942, Ext. 210/(250) 992-2972 cell 
in City of gold Quesnel, BC - see you in 
May. Puppies happy and send high-fives. 
Josée Bonhomme, Fast-Track Land Man-
agement.

Advertise your business card! Advertise your business card!

OTHER
MEET AND GREET
Come and chat with the 2015 Green 

Party candidate - Frank de Jong. Talk 
climate change, economics, jobs, min-
ing, farming, education, democracy 
in Parliament, health care, foreign 
affairs.

TODAY, March 25, 2015, 7-9pm, 
Yukon College, Dawson City. Call 660-
5212 or email fdejong@earthsharing.
ca or info@yukongreen.ca for more 
info.



P.O. Box 308 (1336 Front Street), Dawson City, Yukon, Y0B 1G0
Tel: (867) 993-7400 ~ Fax: (867) 993-7434

www.cityofdawson.ca (updated regularly)
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dawson city – heart of the klondike 

 
The City of Dawson is seeking interested people to serve on the Heritage 

Advisory Committee 
 
The Heritage Advisory Committee is made up of three to five residents of the City of Dawson 
 
Duties and Responsibilities: 
The Heritage Advisory Committee  

• has the responsibility to consider and make recommendations to Mayor and Council on the 
heritage aspects of municipal development 

 
• hears all matters referred to the Committee to ensure compliance with the Zoning and Heritage 

Management Bylaw #09-03, Heritage Bylaw #09-04, and Heritage Fund Bylaw #09-05. 
 
Qualifications: 
A positive commitment to the development of Dawson 
An ability to exercise fair and unbiased judgment 
Resident in the City of Dawson for at least one year 
 
Desirable, but not required: 

Knowledge of Dawson’s history and of historical architecture 
Knowledge of municipal issues regarding development and land use planning 
Knowledge of the construction industry.  
 
Submissions must be received by 5:00pm Thursday, the 31st of July, 2014 at the City office. 
If you or anyone you know is interested or needs more information, please contact Micah Olesh at the City 
of Dawson, 993-7400 ext. 414.   
 
 

THE KLONDIKE SUNP20    WEDNESDAY, March 25, 2015


